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CHARTER 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS 


WE THE PEOPLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
DETERMINED 


to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, 
which twice in our lifetime has brought untold sorrow 

to mankind, and 

to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity 
and worth of the human person, in the equal rights 

of men and women and of nations large and small, and 
to establish conditions under which justice and respect 
for the obligations arising from treaties and other sources 
of international law can be maintained, and 

to promote social progress and better standards of life 

in larger freedom, : 


AND FOR THESE ENDS 


to practice tolerance and live together in peace with one another 
as good neighbors, and 

to unite our strength to maintain international peace 

and security, and 

to ensure, by the acceptance of principles and the 

institution of methods, that armed force shall not be used, 

save in the common interest, and 

to employ international machinery for the promotion of the 
economic and social advancement of all peoples, 


HAVE RESOLVED TO COMBINE OUR EFFORTS 
TO ACCOMPLISH THESE AIMS. 


FROM THE REPORT 

OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE 

OF THE SOCIALIST 

UNITY PARTY OF GERMANY 

TO THE 10TH CONGRESS OF THE SED, 
BERLIN, 1981 


The following are the foreign policy priorities of our Party 
in the years ahead: 


Systematic expansion of our fraternal alliance with the 
Soviet Union and the other states of the socialist community 
on the basis of the friendship treaties that have been 
concluded. A determined effort to strengthen socialism 

in every possible way and to raise its international 

appeal by bringing out and using its advantages 

ever more fully. 


Unswerving, indefatigable work for the safeguarding of peace 
and the cessation of the arms race with the aim of defending 
and expanding political détente, and especially of 

stabilizing it and making it irreversible through measures 
towards military détente and disarmament. 


Active anti-imperialist solidarity with all peoples 
fighting for national and social liberation. 

Development of broad cooperation with the states 

of Africa, Asia and Latin America. Support for the 
struggle to establish a new international economic order 
based on equality. 


A consistent striving to expand relations based on 
peaceful coexistence with the capitalist countries. 
Intensification of contacts and accords with the aim 
of strengthening cooperation in the interests of peace 
and for mutual benefit and of foiling the confrontation 
policies of aggressive quarters. 


“The United Nations Organization occupies an important place 
in the life of peoples and states, and it bears a large measure 
of responsibility on matters of war and peace. 

Our republic, which now as before remains fully committed 

to the principles and purposes of the UN, reaffirms 

its willingness to continue to help raise the effectiveness 

of the world organization, safeguard world peace 

and strengthen the independence of states and international 
cooperation on the basis of the United Nations Charter.” 


From the Declaration of Intent 

delivered to the People’s Chamber of the GDR on 26 June 1981 
by Willi Stoph, Chairman of the Council of Ministers 

of the German Democratic Republic 


OSKAR FISCHER 


Minister of Foreign Affairs of the GDR 


The GDR and 10 years 
of UN membership 


“The German Democratic Republic is a socialist state of workers and farmers’), 


which “‘faithful to the interests of the people and its international obligations, has 
eradicated German militarism and Nazism on its territory, and pursues a foreign 
policy serving socialism and peace, international friendship and security.” 

Peace, security and prosperous cooperation between States for the wellbeing 
of the peoples are the noblest aims of the United Nations Organization, that 
community of States encompassing the world which was forged in the fires of 
struggle against fascism and militarism “‘to save succeeding generations from the 
scourge of war” and “‘to maintain international peace and security’’.? And so it 
is only natural that, since its own foundation, the GDR has attached great im- 
portance to the world organization and has always worked on the assumption, 
both in its relations with and as a member of the UN, that there cannot possibly 
be anything more important than safeguarding peace. 

In admitting the German Democratic Republic and the Federal Republic of 
Germany simultaneously as two sovereign States independent of one another and 
with different social systems, the United Nations Organization was recognizing 
the political realities which had emerged at the heart of Europe in the aftermath 
of World War II. Who could wish to deny that this was—and, indeed, still is—sig- 
nificant for the European and the international situation alike? Otto Winzer, the 
GDR’s Foreign Minister at that time, commented after his country’s admission 
to the United Nations Organization: “The presence and membership of the 
peace-loving socialist German Democratic Republic in the United Nations is 
therefore in full conformity with the lofty purpose of its Charter ...”* He went 
on to assure those present on behalf of the GDR: “In conformity with the Charter 
of the United Nations, it will do all it can to help strengthen world peace.’ The 
GDR has never swerved from this solemn pledge undertaken ten years ago. 

Human destiny today hinges on the question: war or peace. It is impossible, 
indeed inadmissible, to evade the issue. Imperialist forces are stepping up the 
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h <i their sights on military superiority; they are fanning the 
‘ames of new conflicts, attempting to achieve domination over entire regions, 
and Going everything they can to undermine the structure of peaceful coexistence 
and beneficial cooperation with the help of so-called “‘deployment forces”, sanc- 
tions and anti-communist “‘crusades’’. The peace-loving forces in the world are 
disturbed by these dangerous developments; more and more people are beginning 
to realize how disastrous the outcome of this strategy of nuclear war preparations 
could be and are looking for ways of leading the world away from the threat of 
war and normalizing relations between States. There has been a worldwide 
response to the determination shown by the non-aligned countries at their 7th 
Summit Meeting in New Delhi to work for a healthy international situation, and 
especially for specific, immediate measures in the field of arms limitation and 
disarmament. The non-aligned movement has set some challenging criteria in its 
Message from New Delhi and in the Final Declaration published by the Summit. 

A mass movement for peace and disarmament is also growing in most of the 
imperialist countries. The increasing arms burden and the concomitant dangers 
are inducing more frequent realistic comments, even from those in government 
office. 

The highest representatives of socialist States are constantly pointing out—for 
example, at their meeting in Moscow in late June 1983—that peace cannot be 
preserved by means of the arms race. They are ready “‘to pool their efforts with 
the efforts of all countries irrespective of their socio-political systems, with all 
who favour consolidation of peace and international security, with a view to 
taking practical steps capable of averting the worst.’ 

The GDR has supported the quest for peaceful understanding right from the 
outset. Together with its allies, it is undertaking everything possible to halt the 
present dangerous trend. The socialist States have placed all their international 
influence and their political and economic potential on the scale for peace, hoping 
to tip the balance in favour of healthy international relations. Socialism needs 
peace, and it is a force which creates peace. History has utterly confirmed Karl 
Marx’s scientifically founded prediction “that in contrast to old society, with its 
economical miseries and its political delirium, a new society is springing up, 
whose International rule will be Peace, because its national ruler will be every- 
where the same — Labour!” Existing socialism offers humanity the policy of 
peaceful coexistence and peaceful contest between countries with differing social 
Systems as the only reasonable alternative to a nuclear holocaust. It offers 
policies that—to echo Marx again—“‘vindicate the simple laws of morals and 
justice, which ought to govern the relations of private individuals, as the rules 
paramount of the intercourse of nations’’.® 

As a firm component of the socialist community, the German Democratic 
Republic makes an active contribution to ensuring that the forward march of the 
forces for peace and social progress continues to be the dominant trend in inter- 
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vational developments. This reflects its nature as a workers’ and farmers’ state 
1 which the roots of war have been eliminated, where nobody profits from arms 
and wars and everyone needs peace to build their society for the wellbeing of 

‘he entire people. The GDR considers safeguarding peace to be its overriding 

ojective and one which governs all its actions. There are important political, 
ustorical and geographical reasons for this: 

— The GDR has set itself mammoth tasks for its political, social and economic 
development in the interests of its citizens. Socialism exists for people, and 
preserving peace is crucial to achieving these goals. Disarmament could release 
greater intellectual and material potential for the purpose, for, as Marx realized 
long ago, military expenditure is like a nation throwing part of its capital into 
the sea. 

— Twice in this century, devastating wars have been unleashed from German 
territory. That is why the GDR entered history with an oath that it would do 
everything possible to prevent another war ever emanating from German soil. 
It remains faithful by its actions to this responsibility. 

—The GDR is situated right on the dividing line between the most powerful 
military alliances of our age. A country in such an exposed geo-political posi- 
tion has to regard every form of psychological war preparation and every 
doctrine—in fact by now every NATO speculation—about “feasible”, ‘‘win- 
nable” or “limited” nuclear wars as an extremely dangerous threat to its 
peaceful development. These “theories” that have been elaborated by the USA 
ignore realities and can only encourage the outbreak of a nuclear conflagration 
at the heart of Europe, all the more so with the US plans to start stationing 
medium-range missiles in Western Europe in the autumn of this year, and the 
most lethal of them right on the GDR’s doorstep. 

These first-strike nuclear weapons result in less, not in more security. They will 

oring Europe closer to war than peace and make the Europeans hostages of 

American ambitions for military superiority. The GDR has repeatedly and in- 

sistently warned the United Nations forum about this. Weapons of this kind, with 

technical parameters which practically abolish the already very short warning 
period, throw into question all those principles and systems for solving inter- 
national conflicts and settling disputes peacefully which are anchored in the UN 

Charter. 

If these weapons are deployed, the Soviet Union and the other Warsaw Treaty 
States will be obliged to act in the interest of their own security. At their meeting 
in Moscow at the end of June 1983, the supreme representatives of socialist 
countries demanded once again that no chance be ignored to achieve genuine 
disarmament measures. Effective negotiations on the basis of equality and equal 
security are the only practicable way to reduce and remove the danger of war. 
There is nothing Utopian about the aim of guaranteeing the security of all States 
with fewer and fewer weapons. The “only” thing required is for everyone to want 
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it. It is with this aim in mind that the GDR has joined the non-aligned countries 

in launching resolutions within the UN General Assembly calling upon all States 

to conduct disarmament negotiations in a spirit of good faith. The GDR pays great 
attention to all these negotiations which could help bring about arms reductions, 
be they in Geneva, Vienna or elsewhere. 

As the GDR is constantly reiterating, it is ready to participate in negotiations 
to ban weapons of every kind, ultimately leading to a true zero option, a nuclear- 
free Europe. That is why it accepted the Swedish proposal to establish a zone 
free from battlefield nuclear weapons at the dividing line between the two military 
coalitions; it is ready to make its entire territory available for this purpose. 
Implementation of this proposal would help to build confidence in Europe and 
thus to counter the danger of a nuclear war. 

The course and outcome of UN General Assembly sessions over the last few 
years have been governed by the firm determination of the majority of States 
to strengthen the UN’s contribution as an instrument of safeguarding peace, of 
objective dialogue and negotiation, and to resist the imperialist policy of ob- 
struction. 

The socialist countries have always felt a deep sense of commitment to this 
task. For this reason the Warsaw Treaty States stressed in their Prague Declara- 
tion of 5 January 1983 the UN’s important role in the struggle for peace, stronger 
international security, disarmament, the peaceful settlement of conflicts and the 
elimination of colonialism in all its forms. 

This has guided the GDR’s activity in the world organization since it was 
admitted on 18 September 1973 as the 133rd Member State of the UN. The UN 
General Assembly’s unanimous decision to admit the GDR and the speeches of 
welcome which ensued were a testimony to the international recognition of this 
country’s peace policy. The GDR, which has made the struggle for peace, dis- 
armament, détente and international cooperation and against imperialist ag- 
gression, colonialism, racism, hegemonist policies and oppression a watchword 
of its foreign policy, has been able to prove convincingly over the past decade 
that it is complying conscientiously and rigorously with the commitments it 
undertook on joining the organization. And it will continue to do so. That is why 
the socialist German State is concerned that full advantage be taken of every 
opportunity open to the UN 
—to avert the danger of nuclear war, end the arms race and bring about agree- 

ments on arms limitation and disarmament; 

—to defuse international conflicts and reach lasting, i.e. just and peaceful settle- 
ments; 

—relentlessly to combat and eliminate colonialism, racism and apartheid as 
sources of tension and conflict which endanger peace and as manifestations — 
of contempt for the most elementary human rights; 

—to end the ideological sabotage and psychological warfare being conducted by © 
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mperialist forces and to encourage constructive dialogue and peaceful co- 
stence as the dominant trend in international relations; 
—*o overcome the imperialist policy of trade boycotts and the destruction of 
atractual relations and to promote equitable, advantageous economic co- 
oeration for all States. 
‘s ten years since joining the UN the GDR has launched a wide range of 
atives to implement the aims of the UN Charter. Being situated in the region 
cere the greatest military potential is concentrated, the German Democratic 
~<public is particularly interested in specific measures to strengthen international 

-urity and in resolute steps towards disarmament. It is a party to all treaties 

arms limitation and disarmament; it has supported every constructive proposal 

ending the arms race and has launched a number of initiatives to this end. 

‘he pledge taken by the Soviet Union at the 2nd UN Special Session on 
_“sarmament not to be the first to use nuclear weapons is of great historic signifi- 

ance. The USSR thus unambiguously demonstrated once again its firm will and 
=termination to achieve peace. The resolution which the GDR launched together 

‘h Cuba, calling on all nuclear States to follow the Soviet example and give 

nilar undertakings not to be the first to use nuclear weapons, was supported 
1 the 37th Session of the UN General Assembly by the great majority of UN 

‘ember States. Unfortunately the other nuclear powers have not yet responded 
» this appeal. 

When Washington made its sinister decision to produce the neutron weapon, 
‘ne GDR proposed a treaty banning the production, stockpiling, deployment and 

se of that weapon. The majority of UN Member States expressed their support 
‘or this idea by voting in favour of the relevant resolutions when they were 
submitted to the UN General Assembly. 

The resolution launched by the GDR on “all aspects of nuclear weapons” 
orovides, among other things, for a ban on the production of nuclear weapons 
and a reduction in stocks, taking issue with imperialist nuclear doctrines which 
assume that nuclear wars can be conducted and won and which speculate with 
the destruction of millions of human lives. 

Great anxiety has arisen in the GDR as a result of NATO’s moves to deploy 
and stockpile more and more kinds of increasingly dangerous weapons to the west 
of its border. This includes arsenals of chemical war agents and newly developed - 
cinary weapons. The GDR submitted a resolution particularly concerned with the 
new generation of chemical weapons to the forum of States, and this, too, was 
accepted by the overwhelming majority of Members. 

The German Democratic Republic is also working for substantial progress as 
a member of the Geneva Disarmament Committee, a body with an important role 
in drawing up agreements on arms limitation and disarmament. 

Together with the USSR, for example, the GDR presented working papers 
dealing with the pressing issues related to the prevention of nuclear war and 
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making the case for nuclear disarmament, including a ban on the neutron bomb. 
All the members of the Disarmament Committee must now step up their efforts 
to stop the new generation of nuclear weapons from ever reaching the arsenals. 
Over the last few years it has become clear that neo-fascism has spotted the 


chance to rear its ugly head in a number of capitalist countries. But fascism, as _ 


the peoples—including Germans themselves—have discovered through their own 
suffering, means war and destruction. In cherishing the antifascist traditions of 
the German working class, the GDR therefore considers it its duty to work, even 
within the world organization that was forged in the flames of. anti-fascist struggle 
on all continents, towards exposing and thwarting the dangerous activities of 
fascist groupings, whatever their shade, and their escalating international co- 
operation. This also implies criticism of regimes which have raised fascist ideol- 
ogy to the status of a State doctrine, have founded their system on racism and 
are trampling human rights and basic liberties underfoot. 

The GDR considers it necessary to increase the role of the UN in strengthening 
international security and solving international conflicts by peaceful means. As 
a non-permanent member of the UN Security Council from 1980 to 1981, it 
campaigned persistently for resolutions designed to eliminate conflicts, end 
imperialist policies of aggression and intervention, and safeguard the legitimate 
rights of the peoples and liberation movements. 

Together with socialist and non-aligned countries, the GDR’s representatives 
resolutely condemn the aggressive policy of the ruling circles in Israel, demanding 
that they should cease immediately and that the aggressor withdraw from all Arab 
territories occupied since 1967, including Lebanon. The implementation of the 
Palestinian people’ s right to self-determination and to form a state of their own 
and the convention of an international conference involving all interested parties, 
including the PLO, are still the only way to achieve a comprehensive solution 
to the Middle East conflict. 

This analysis has always governed the GDR’s approach as a member of the 
UN Palestine Committee. 

There has been wide recognition of the GDR’s consistent work towards elimi- 
nating colonialism, racism and apartheid. As a member of the Anti-Apartheid 
Committee it has participated with non-aligned countries in drawing up resolu- 
tions energetically demanding the removal of the apartheid regime, the im- 
plementation of the Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime 
of Apartheid, guarantees for Namibia’s right to self-determination, sanctions 
against South Africa in accordance with Chapter VII of the UN Charter, and 
support for the national liberation movements. 

The GDR’s membership record in the United Nations Organization surely also 
includes the wide-ranging initiatives it has launched to combat mass violations 
of human rights by fascist, racist and other reactionary regimes and to achieve 
equal rights for women. One example of this work is the declaration on women’s 
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participation in the peace struggle that was adopted by the 37th Session of the 
UN General Assembly. 

Another expression of the GDR’s readiness for constructive dialogue are the 
regular meetings with foreign ministers from all groups of States and regions 
which are held during Sessions of the UN General Assembly. 

Tribute has further been paid to the GDR’s constructive role within the UN 
during visits to the GDR by UN Secretary-Generals in 1975, 1979 and 1983. 
Secretary-General Javier Pérez de Cuéllar commented on his recent 1983 visit: 
“In the past ten years the GermanDemocratic Republic has made a significant 
contribution to the United Nations and to many of its programmes. I am en- 
couraged by the support you have expressed ... for my efforts to increase the 
effectiveness of the Organization on the basis of the Charter. The ultimate goal 
of your Government’s efforts and of my own efforts is, of course, the achieve- 
ment of a lasting peace.’” 

In its work to date, the United Nations Organization has made great efforts 
to solve international problems. It has been able to contribute to progressive 
changes in our age as a result of the initiative of the socialist States, especially 
the USSR, and the consistency of nationally liberated countries. It can take much 
of the credit for the national and social liberation of the peoples. Its decisions, 
which are characterized primarily by anti-imperialist demands, are increasingly 
pointing the way to a solution of international problems in the interests of peace- 
loving peoples. The key question of our day—preventing a nuclear inferno by © 
renouncing the use of force, halting armament and disarming—is, on the basis 
of its own principles and purposes, assuming a more urgent place on the UN 
agenda and becoming the priority for UN work. This demands the mobilization 
of all the potential and reserves it has which are capable of promoting peace. 
Increasing the authority and effectiveness of the United Nations on the basis of 
its Charter are an immediate imperative in the light of the growing challenges. 
That is why, in their proposal to the NATO countries on concluding a treaty 
mutually renouncing the use of military force and maintaining peaceful relations, 
the States Parties to the Warsaw Treaty stress the need to set down “provisions 
for the strengthening of the United Nations as a world-wide instrument of collec- 
tive security”.'!° This should “express ... a willingness to cooperate in making 
the United Nations more effective in carrying out, in accordance with its Charter, 
tasks relating to the peaceful settlement of international disputes and conflict 
situations, the suppression of acts of aggression and the removal of threats to 
international peace and security”.!' This would, indeed, be the correct way to 
fulfil even more fittingly the hopes which the peoples have placed in the United 
Nations. The GDR will continue to do everything within its power to further this 
end. 
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PETER FLORIN 


Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the GDR 


The GDR’s struggle 
for arms limitation 
and disarmament 


The German Democratic Republic works actively for the safeguarding of peace, 
for the continuation and intensification of the détente process, for an end to the 
arms race, for arms limitation and disarmament. 

The GDR makes its contribution towards implementing the joint peace pro- 
gramme of the Warsaw Treaty States, side by side with the Soviet Union, as a 
firm component of the socialist community and as a dependable ally of the world- 
wide peace movement. It considers ending the arms race and disarmament to 
be a crucial issue in safeguarding peace and strengthening international security. 
Erich Honecker, General Secretary of the SED Central Committee and Chair- 
man of the GDR Council of State, commented in his Report to the 10th SED 
Congress: “If the longest period of peace Europe has known in this century is to | 
continue, success must be achieved in bringing about a shift towards disarmament 
in the eighties.” The dangerous international situation is calling more urgently 
than ever for that shift. 

The most aggressive circles of imperialism, above all the USA and some of 
its allies, have been aggravating the international climate increasingly with their 
strategy of confrontation and arms build-up. By seeking so hazardously and 
vainly to gain military superiority over the Soviet Union and the other countries 
in the socialist community and constantly interfering in the internal affairs of 
other States, they are placing world peace in serious jeopardy. They persist in 
discovering and announcing new ways of preparing for and conducting nuclear 
war in the hope that they might achieve victory. The plans to deploy hundreds 
of new American nuclear and cruise missiles in West European countries, mainly 
the Federal Republic of Germany, in late 1983 are designed to destroy the stra- 
tegic military balance. At present they constitute the most serious threat to peace 
on the European continent. 

The “new defense strategy” announced by the US Administration in March 
1983 is unmistakably aimed at obtaining a nuclear first-strike potential, which 
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is tantamount to sparking off another round in the never-ending arms race involving 
all types of strategic weaponry, with the consequent dangers and burdens this 
imposes On peoples and States. What the world needs today, what millions of 
people are waiting for everywhere, are measures to prevent a nuclear disaster, © 
steps towards arms limitation and disarmament. That is the purpose served by 
the wide-ranging and constructive proposals for ending the arms race and dis- 
arming that have been made both by Yuri Andropov, the General Secretary of 
the CPSU Central Committee, and in the Political Declaration issued in Prague 
by the member States of the Warsaw Treaty Organization. These comprehensive 
offers to limit and reduce both strategic weapons and medium-range nuclear 
missiles in Europe, the proposal to conclude a treaty on the mutual renunciation 
of the use of military force and on the maintenance of peaceful relations between 
the States of the Warsaw Treaty Organization and NATO constitute a realistic 
programme for arms limitation and disarmament, especially in the nuclear field. 
They clearly indicate a path which could lead away from the abyss of nuclear war. 

The same goal permeates the resolutions adopted at the 7th Summit of the 
Non-Aligned States, which are of the deepest importance to those countries’ 
future orientation. In the USA and other Western countries, too, the movement 
against war, missile deployment and arms is still growing. 

To quote the Political Declaration by the States Parties to the Warsaw Treaty: 
“The forces of peace are more powerful than those of war. Everything depends 
on their cohesion and tenacity of purpose.’ 

The main task for the United Nations is to step up its contribution to arms 
limitation and disarmament. This requires constructive collaboration by all UN 
member countries. The GDR and the other socialist States have always cam- 
paigned in a consistent and principled manner for agreements on real dis- 
armament measures, especially in the nuclear field. That concords with the 
fundamental interests of our people and, at the same time, with the particular 
international responsibility which the GDR bears, located as it is on the dividing 
line between socialism and imperialism, the Warsaw Treaty Organization and 
NATO. 

Our State’s unswerving commitment in the fight against the arms race and for 
disarmament has its social roots in our socialist system. Peace and disarmament 
offer the best international conditions for pressing ahead with socialist con- 
struction, with its far-reaching plans for human welfare, in the interests of the 
working class and all working people. The classic writings of Marxist-Leninist 
| thinkers demonstrate the close relationship between socialism and peace, showing 
that effective disarmament is both necessary and possible. Karl Marx pointed 
out that peace is a fundamental principle underlying the international policies of 
the working class. He proved this by arguing that the working class has a 
profound interest in preserving peace and that, from the very beginning, the 
struggle for peace has been an inseparable element in the foreign policy of the 
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working class and of its struggle for democracy and socialism. The course of 
history has confirmed the prediction that working-class rule would “abolish strife 
between nations and bring about peace and happiness”’.?) 

Friedrich Engels, the man who accompanied Karl Marx throughout his strug- 
gles, analyzed the basic working-class approach to the question of disarmament 
in a series of articles he wrote in 1893 called “Can Europe Disarm?”’, which have 
lost none of their relevance today. 

He answers the question: “Is there no way out of this impasse but a war of 
devastation such as the world has never seen?” by saying: “Disarmament, and 
with it the guarantee of peace, is possible.’’4 

This understanding of disarmament found expression in the practical foreign 
policy of the USSR, the first socialist State, a policy which was conceived by 
Lenin himself. “Disarmament”, he once wrote, “is the ideal of socialism’’.») 

After the painful experience which the people of Europe were obliged to 
undergo during the two world wars unleashed by German imperialism, a workers’ 
and farmers’ power was established on the territory of what is now the GDR. 


The antifascist-democratic forces learned the lessons of German history and — 
eliminated the social influence which the instigators of these wars of conquest 
and the advocates of coercion had wielded by expropriating war criminals, feudal : 


aristocrats and large landowners. 

Ever since the German Democratic Republic was founded, it has pursued a 
policy aimed—in compliance with the basic demands of the Potsdam Agreement— 
at ensuring that war never again emanates from German soil. This obligation 
has deep roots in the people of the GDR and determines the joint actions of the 
government and all public organizations in this country. This has been demon- 
strated for all the world to see for decades by millions of people who partici- 
pated in powerful demonstrations for a life in peace. The most recent expression 
of the peace policy of the government of the GDR—and fully supported by our 
people—was the determined manifestation against the menace of nuclear war of 
more than 6 million participants in the Peace Rally of the Youth of Socialist 
Countries at Whitsun 1983. 

Long before becoming a member of the United Nations, the socialist German 
State was already proving its desire and ability to act in accordance with the 
UN Charter and to make its own contribution towards implementing the goals 
of this international organization. 


The GDR has supported every initiative designed to curb the arms race and 


achieve worldwide and regional disarmament, and in particular the USSR’s 
proposals for convening a world disarmament conference (at the 26th Session 
of the General Assembly in 1971), for the renunciation of force in international 
relations and a ban on the use of nuclear weapons for all time (at the 27th Session 
of the General Assembly in 1972) and for a ten-per-cent reduction in the military 
budgets of permanent members of the Security Council, with some of the money 
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‘hus saved being made available to support the developing countries (at the 28th 
session of the General Assembly in 1973). 
More evidence of the GDR’s willingness to make an active contribution to arms 
mitation and disarmament was apparent in the fact that, even before receiving 
‘ne status of UN membership, it played an energetic part in the work of the 
Geneva Disarmament Committee and was among the first States to sign and ratify 
-very multilateral agreement on arms limitation and disarmament of any major 
significance. These include the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapons Tests in the 
Atmosphere, in Outer Space and Under Water (1963), the Outer Space Treaty 
1967), the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (1968), the 
Sea-Bed Treaty (1971) and the B-Weapons Treaty (1972).” 

Thanks to the progress which détente made in Europe and broad international 
acknowledgement of existing realities, the GDR was accepted into the United 
Nations in 1973 and into the Geneva Disarmament Committee in 1975. 

The GDR’s admission to the UN was an important event in the history of our 
socialist State and posed new tasks for foreign policy. Everyone who had sup- 
ported its international recognition and admission to the UN expected, quite 
correctly, that within the international organization our country would actively 
work for peace, arms limitation and disarmament. The GDR was now directly 
involved in discussions and negotiations in multilateral bodies on the question 
of disarmament, and brought into these the foreign policy approach it had 
coordinated with the rest of the socialist community of States. 

The principles it pursued in this respect conformed to the internationally re- 
spected norms of international law and principles inscribed in the UN Charter, 
existing agreements on arms limitation and disarmament, the Final Document of 
the Ist Special Session on Disarmament of the UN General Assembly and other 
documents. 

The GDR sees general and complete disarmament, under strict international 
controls, as the ultimate aim of the struggle to disarm. This would create the most 
reliable guarantee for peace and security. It is an aim which can only be reached 
via a series of individual steps. To this end, the GDR is cooperating actively in 
achieving a comprehensive disarmament programme. 

Similarly to the majority of UN members, the GDR takes the view that highest 
priority must go to effective measures towards nuclear disarmament and the 
prevention of an atomic war. Oskar Fischer, the GDR’s Foreign Minister, con- 
firmed in his Statement at the 2nd Special Session on Disarmament of the UN 
General Assembly that the GDR “‘like the other States of the socialist community, 
is prepared immediately to conduct negotiations on the prohibition of the produc- 
tion, on the reduction and, eventually, also on the liquidation of all types of 
weapons, pursuant to the principle of equal and undiminished security. Be it 
agreements on weapons of mass destruction or conventional weapons, be it 
drastic reductions or the comparatively modest objective of confidence-building 
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measures, be it in a world-wide or regional framework, the socialist States ... 
are immediately prepared for it all. They do not demand from other States more 
than they are ready to do themselves.’’®) Implementing the principle that no State 
or group of States shall gain any military advantage over the other parties in- 
volved is the most important condition for effective negotiations and viabl 
agreements in the field of disarmament. That is why every attempt by the USA 
and other NATO countries to negotiate with the socialist States from a “positio 
of strength’ has simply obstructed fruitful talks on arms limitation and dis 
armament. 

As a member of the Warsaw Treaty Organization, the GDR considers main 
taining the existing military balance of forces between the USSR and theUSA, 
the Warsaw Treaty and NATO a matter of crucial importance to the success o 
disarmament measures. The military balance in Europe and throughout the worl 
must not be jeopardized by further escalation of the arms drive; quite the reverse, 
it must be stabilized by means of arms reductions and a resolute transition t 
definite measures of disarmament at a gradually decreasing level. A state’s stand 
point on this issue is the most telling criterion for its readiness to pursue a genuine 
disarmament policy. 

As the Political Declaration which emerged from the Prague meeting of January 
1983 confirms, the States Parties to the Warsaw Treaty proceed from the assump- 
tion that “‘all agreement in the sphere of arms limitation and disarmament must 
provide for corresponding measures for verifying compliance with them, in 
cluding international procedures where necessary ’’.®) 

Our historical experience of imperialism leads us to advocate reliable veri- 
fication procedures for disarmament measures, but to oppose the idea of a control 
agreement without or as a substitute for disarmament. 

One important condition for the effectiveness of international disarmamen 
measures is adherence to the principle of universality. All States, without ex- 
ception, should therefore acceed to the existing multilateral agreements on arms 
limitation and disarmament. All treaties on arms limitation and disarmament 
should be ratified by the parties to them. Since being admitted to the UN the 
GDR has ratified the Antarctic Treaty (1959), the ENMOD Convention (1977) 
and the Convention on Prohibitions of Certain Conventional Weapons (1981). 
Today it is party to all treaties on arms limitation and disarmament concluded 
to date!, a convincing testimony to its constructive approach on arms limitation 
and disarmament. 

From the moment the GDR was admitted to the UN, it has been arguing firml 
in the General Assembly, the First Committee and other General Assembl 
committees for a solution to this, the most pressing of all humanity’s problems 
This determines its work in the Geneva Disarmament Committee, the UN Dis 
armament Commission and other committees. It played a notable part in pre 
_ paring and organizing the two Special Sessions which the General Assembly ha 
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neld on the problems of disarmament, when its representatives were active, for 

_=xample, in the chair of working groups. Experts from our country participate 

Bin investigating scientific and technical problems connected with disarmament 
and play a part in studies undertaken within the UN framework. At regional level, 
‘oo, the GDR has taken plenty of initiatives for progress in arms limitation and 
-isarmament. It has participated from the start in the Vienna negotiations on the 
‘eduction of armed forces and arms in Central Europe, played a substantial role 
1 drawing up the Helsinki Final Act and is working for the convening of a 

_ conference, within the CSCE framework, on measures to build confidence and 
security in Europe. 

Former Foreign Minister Otto Winzer, delivering the GDR’s first Statement 
as a member of the United Nations at the 28th Session of the General Assembly, 
-onfirmed the variety of activities and initiatives that have characterized these 
ten years of membership in the field of disarmament alone. He said then that 
the GDR “pursues a foreign policy of peace and international understanding 
which is in full harmony with the principles of the Charter of the United Nations. 

Bits membership of the United Nations now offers the German Democratic 
Republic new opportunities for effectively developing this policy of peaceful 
_ coexistence and international peace in the interests of its own people.) 

Ever since the GDR joined the UN, the organization’s policy of peace and 
cisarmament has centred on the problem of preventing a nuclear war. Speaking 
to the 29th and 30th Sessions of the General Assembly in 1974 and 1975, the 

| GDR’s Foreign Minister urged for the implementation of the resolution adopted 
Dy the 27th Session in 1972 on the renunciation of force in international relations 
and the prohibition of the use of nuclear weapons for all times. He suggested 
to the Security Council that a binding decision might be taken.!. The initiative 
taken by the USSR at the 31st Session of the General Assembly in 1976, proposing 
the conclusion of a world treaty on the renunciation of force in international 
relations, met with full support. The advantage of this proposal is that it links 
the renunciation of force with a general ban on using weapons of any kind and 
would compel all states to achieve disarmament. 

Given the greater risk of war in the early ’80s, this problem has become acutely 
urgent. 

‘There is no doubt,”’ declared Erich Honecker at the 10th SED Congress, “‘that 
new, redoubled efforts are required today to avert the danger of a war, especially 
of a nuclear holocaust, and to strengthen international security.’!3) The GDR 
therefore supported the Soviet Declaration at the 36th Session of the General 

| Assembly, which was aimed at preventing a nuclear disaster, and welcomed 
| wholeheartedly the USSR’s solemn pledge to the 2nd Special Session on Dis- 
armament that it would not be the first to use nuclear weapons. A similar declara- 
tion from the Western nuclear powers would amount to a general ban on the use 
}of nuclear weaponry. The GDR and Cuba initiated the resolution on the 
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non-use of nuclear weapons and the prevention of a nuclear war (renunciation 
of first use). They praised the declarations “by two nuclear States” to renounce 
the first use of atomic weapons as a major move towards reducing the danger. 
of a nuclear war, and called on the other (Western) nuclear States to follow this 
example. This important resolution was supported by 112 States, with 19 Western 
countries voting against and 15 States abstaining. The imperialist countries at- 
tempted to devalue the historic step which the USSR had taken and throw a cloak 
over their own negative stance by referring to the need to “prevent all wars” and 
by claiming that the socialist States enjoyed a “conventional superiority”. The 
refusal by the imperialist States to commit themselves to not making first use 
of nuclear weapons makes it obvious how little their lip-service to peace is worth. 
They are adopting a position in direct opposition to millions of demands by the 
world public, who are not prepared to cross the question of preventing nuclear 
war off the agenda. 

The proposal announced at the 7th Summit Conference of the Non-Aligned 
States in New Delhi to draw up a convention banning the use of nuclear weapons 
is an expression of concert about the growing danger of a nuclear war, a concern 
which we share. Thanks to cooperation between socialist and non-aligned States, 
“prevention of a nuclear war’ in association with the issue of nuclear dis- 
armament managed to make the agenda for the Spring 1983 session of the Geneva 
Disarmament Committee, in spite of the resistance put up by the imperialist 
States. This opens up more useful opportunities for focussing the Committee’s 
activities more strongly on demands for the elaboration of practical measures 
which will eliminate the threat of nuclear war. 

This also does justice to the demands of millions of people of very different 
political shades and philosophical convictions, who are fighting more and more 
vigorously against war and the nuclear arms race in the peace movement which 
embraces all continents. . 

Currently the socialist States regard reaching agreement on immediate meas- 
ures to prevent a nuclear holocaust from consuming the planet as the most 
important task. Alongside these, there must be measures to end the nuclear arms 
race and bring about nuclear disarmament. Multilateral talks must begin to this 
end and lead to the drafting and implementation of a programme for gradual 
nuclear disarmament, as proposed by the USSR. This reflects the most important 
demand posed by the Ist UN Special Session on Disarmament, and particularly 
the action programme which was adopted by the forum. Carrying out the meas- 
ures for halting the nuclear arms race and achieving nuclear disarmament which 
are set down in § 50 of the Final Document has been one of the noblest aims 
of our policy in this sphere ever since. In the Geneva Disarmament Committee, 
too, the socialist States and the group of non-aligned and neutral States have left 
no stone unturned in attempting to set the process of multilateral talks on nuclear 
disarmament in this body in motion. This is witnessed by the numerous docu- 
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ments prepared between 1979 and 1983 on which the GDR cooperated or which 
‘ introduced itself.') The fact that multilateral negotiations on this most urgent 
t problems have still not begun is solely due to the negative stance of the group 
>t Western States. 

For four years in succession the GDR has played an active part in the UN 
General Assembly in drawing up resolutions on the theme of nuclear weapons 
in all aspects, which demand that the Geneva Disarmament Committee embark 
_ immediately on nuclear disarmament negotiations.') The resolution presented 
jointly with the USSR to the 37th General Assembly stresses the dangers inherent 
in recent aggressive nuclear doctrines and calls on the Geneva Disarmament 
~ommittee to work-out a programme for nuclear disarmament and to set up a 
working party to deal with it. This resolution was supported by 118 States, with 
19 Western States voting against and 9 countries abstaining. 

In this connection it is of no small significance that the overwhelming majority 
of States and the international peace movement are campaigning for a freeze on 
nuclear arsenals. The Warsaw Treaty States consider this to be a helpful and 
potentially fruitful contribution to curtailing the nuclear arms race. For the first 
time, UN resolutions actually contain the demand for a freeze on nuclear poten- 
tials as a result of initiatives at the 37th Session of the General Assembly by India 
and by Mexico and Sweden. This demand was endorsed in the documents of the 
7th Summit Meeting of the Non-Aligned States in New Delhi in March 1983. The 
socialist States supported both these resolutions and pointed out that they con- 
curred with the Soviet programme for nuclear disarmament. They share the 
conviction held by the majority of States that present conditions are favourable 
to freezing, as the USSR’s nuclear potential matches that of the USA and evi- 
dently an approximate overall parity exists between the two.'® This parity is a 
reliable guarantee of peace and a point of departure for major steps towards 
disarmament. The USSR has made it repeatedly clear that it would do everything 
possible to maintain it.!”) 

{he GDR sees the treaty banning the neutron weapon as an urgent step against 
the nuclear arms race. By starting and expanding production of neutron warheads, 
the USA is contravening the Final Document of the 1st Special Session on 
Disarmament and providing a fresh qualitative stimulus to the nuclear arms race. 
Equipping the armed forces with this weapon would lead to a dangerous reduction 
in the “nuclear threshold” and thus increase the risk of nuclear war. There are 
already plans for deploying the neutron bomb outside Europe in other regions 

Middle East, Southern Africa). 

The GDR would be directly affected if this weapon were to be deployed on 
the European continent. The GDR has therefore been putting great effort into 
pressing for immediate negotiations to discuss banning this especially inhuman 
type of nuclear weaponry. It has taken appropriate initiatives in the Geneva 
Disarmament Committee along with other socialist States. Particular mention 
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should be made of the draft presented by the socialist States in March 1978 for 
a convention which would prohibit the production, stockpiling, deployment and 
use of the neutron weapon. The GDR also took advantage of the 36th and 37th 
Sessions of the General Assembly to issue warnings about the urgency of banning 
the nuclear neutron weapon. The draft resolutions it submitted, which met with 
the support of the overwhelming majority of UN member countries, contain a 
demand that the Geneva Committee on Disarmament should immediately open 
talks aimed at concluding a convention prohibiting the development, production, 
stockpiling, deployment and use of nuclear neutron weapons.’ The USA, the 
Federal Republic of Germany and other imperialist States showed by voting 
against that they harbour the intention of adopting this devastating nuclear 
weapon, which is directed exclusively against human life, into the NATO arsenal. 

Other major issues in the fight to end the nuclear arms race include a treaty 
defining a complete and general ban on nuclear weapons tests and reinforcement 
of the code on non-proliferation of nuclear weapons. 

“The German Democratic Republic,” declared Foreign Minister Oskar Fischer 
at the 30th Session of the UN General Assembly, “is campaigning resolutely to 
see the ban on nuclear weapons testing observed everywhere and by all States.’’!% 
With this principled attitude the GDR supports every constructive proposal 
designed to solve this long overdue problem. The best foundations here are 
offered by the Soviet proposals for basic regulations that would govern a treaty 
on the complete and general prohibition of nuclear weapons tests. In order to 
bring about an immediate change for the better in this field, the USSR suggested 
that agreement be reached concerning a moratorium on all nuclear weapons tests 
until a treaty is concluded. Since the USA, by contrast, is trying everything in 
its power to thwart the drafting of a treaty, any objective observer can see the 
diametrically opposed positions which have been adopted by the two largest 
nuclear powers on the subject of arms limitation and disarmament. 

One central problem in the struggle to reduce the danger of a nuclear war is 
the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons. As a non-nuclear State, the GDR’s 
attitude is clear and unambivalent. It favours an all-round reinforcement and 
extension of the code of non-proliferation, of which it considers the Non-Pro- 
liferation Treaty (NPT) to be the main pillar. To reinforce the code further, the 
following points are particularly essential: 


—the NPT’s operation must be strengthened by admission of all States; 

— multilateral negotiations on nuclear disarmament must be opened as a matter 
of urgent priority; 

—the system of IAEA controls must be improved to cover all nuclear activities 
undertaken by all non-nuclear States; 


—international cooperation on the peaceful use of nuclear energy must be de- 
veloped, with strict observance of the requirements of non-proliferation; 
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— strict regulations governing trade with nuclear material and equipment must 
be implemented; 

— physical protection from nuclear material must be guaranteed. 

This position was put repeatedly at the UN, in the IAEA and during the two 
conferences to assess the operation of the NPT. The GDR also advocates 
strengthening the non-proliferation code further by concluding a convention on 
reinforcing security guarantees for non-nuclear States, by not deploying nuclear 
weapons on the territory of States where these weapons do not as yet exist and 
dy creating nuclear-free zones in various parts of the world. 

Part of the socialist States’ programme for disarmament is their campaign for 
a complete ban on other types of weapons of mass destruction. When the GDR 
first joined the UN it submitted a draft resolution calling for a treaty of this 
nature.” It has also helped to compose other draft resolutions demanding agree- 
ment on a convention to ban chemical and bacteriological (biological) weap- 
ons.2)) 

GDR Foreign Minister Oskar Fischer, speaking to the 37th General Assembly, 
referred to the GDR’s support for “‘the speedy drafting of a relevant convention 
along the lines of the basic provisions of a convention for the prohibition of the 
development, production and stockpiling of chemical weapons and on their 
destruction, proposed by the Soviet Union at the second special session of the 
General Assembly devoted to disarmament”’.22) 

} A rapid solution to this question has become even more pressing now that 

the USA has decided to develop a new generation of weapons of mass 
destruction, the binary weapons. The aim must be to check the qualitative arms 
race in the field of chemical weapons and to restrict the geographical proliferation 
of these weapons of mass destruction. On several occasions, the GDR has pre- 
sented the UN General Assembly with resolutions demanding a renunciation of 
} the production and deployment of binary weapons and new types of chemical 
weapons and also of deployment of chemical weapons in States where these 
weapons currently do not exist. In the appropriate resolutions of the 37th Session 
of the General Assembly, references were made for the first time in the UN 
context to proposals to create zones free from chemical weapons. These in- 
itiatives met with the wide support of UN members. The USA was the only 
country, significantly enough, which voted against these resolutions. 

Since the 34th Session of the UN General Assembly, the GDR has joined 
Yugoslavia and other UN members in initiating resolutions which point to the 
importance of disarmament negotiations in making progress towards arms limita- 
tion and disarmament. It is essential to speed up current talks, re-open interrupted 
talks and begin new talks. All States, and especially nuclear states, have a duty 
to conduct honest and sincere negotiations on questions of disarmament. The 
resolution adopted by a majority of States at the 37th Session of the General 
Assembly is one more example of the broad concurrence of interests between - 
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socialist and non-aligned countries on the basic issues concerning the inter- 
- national struggle for disarmament. Significantly, it was once again imperialist 
States that were not prepared to vote in favour of the demand for intensified 
disarmament negotiations. As always, negotiations on top-priority questions, such 
as prevention of nuclear war, nuclear disarmament and a prohibition on deploying 
weapons of any description in outer space, are being obstructed. The complex 
of practical initiatives submitted by the socialist countries on the theme of arms 
limitation and disarmament in their Prague Political Declaration is aimed at 
restimulating the talks. This is evidence yet again of their responsible approach 
to the question of safeguarding peace and preventing a nuclear war. 

It is particularly important to prevent the deployment of new American) 
medium-range missiles in Western Europe, which is planned to take place in late} 
1983. By setting up nuclear first-strike weapons on the doorstep of the socialist 
community, the USA would be invoking immense dangers for the peoples of 
Europe which would lead inevitably to diminished confidence, aggravated ten- 
sions and a deteriorating situation in Europe and the rest of the world. The GDR’s 
supreme representatives have repeated that their country supports a nuclear-free” 
Europe. As Erich Honecker declared, the GDR is in favour of “examining all 
proposals which contribute to reducing the danger of an atomic war’’.?9) 

The GDR and other socialist countries welcomed and expressed support for the 
Swedish proposal that a zone free of battlefield nuclear weapons should be 
established in Central Europe at the dividing line between NATO and the Warsaw 
Treaty Organization. Although the Swedish proposal has not yet gained the 
support of the NATO States, the initiative remains on the agenda. What the 
world needs today is not just talk about peace, but real moves that will strengthen 
peace and aid the process of arms limitation and disarmament. The UN has an 
irreplaceable and constantly growing role to play in this. One can only applaud 
UN Secretary-General Pérez de Cuéllar for repeating, at the end of his stay in 
the USSR, the need for intense dialogue on limiting the nuclear arms race, 
dialogue which will take into account the proposals made by all sides concerned.?4) 

The German Democratic Republic will be continuing to respect its re- 
sponsibility for peace, international security and disarmament. It will make an 
active contribution towards reviving the process of détente, pressing ahead with 
East-West dialogue and strengthening and extending European treaties in ac- 
cordance with the norms of international law, observance of sovereignty and 
independence and non-interference in internal affairs. 

The pledge undertaken by the people of the German Democratic Republic was 
echoed once again at the commemoration of the centenary of Karl Marx’s death: 
“Above all we will stand by our promise to do everything we can to ensure that 
war never again emanates from German soil.” 
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HARRY OTT 


- Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the GDR and Permanent GDR 


Representative to the UN 


Problems 
of international security 


and the solution 


of international conflicts 


Ever since the GDR was accepted as a member in the United Nations, it has 
worked to implement the purposes and principles of the UN Charter. Its 
activities centre on fundamental aims of the Charter such as the preservation 
of universal peace and international security, the peaceful settlement of inter- 
national disputes, and renunciation of the use or threat of force in relations 
between States. With the most aggressive forces of imperialism, above all in the 
USA, aggravating the international climate, strict adherence to those very prin- 
ciples has become even more urgent at the present time. 

When Oskar Fischer, the GDR’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, delivered his 
Declaration of Principles to the 37th Session of the UN General Assembly, he 
observed: “The United Nations has a clear obligation to contribute in all its 
spheres.of activity towards the development of peaceful relationships conducive 
to the welfare of the people. The world Organization offers unique opportunities 
for States to come to terms with one another.’’) True to this orientation, the GDR 
has initiated and participated in the production of UN decisions aimed at peace 
and security, guaranteeing the peoples their legitimate rights, eliminating inter- 
national conflicts and preventing new military confrontations from breaking 
out. 
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I, 

The GDR’s contribution to strengthening 
the basis for international security 

and the development of peaceful relations 
between States | | 


The GDR has always attributed the greatest importance to strengthening the 
political and legal basis for international security and the development of peaceful 
relations between States, encouraging initiatives in this spirit even before its 
admission to the UN. Otto Winzer, then the GDR’s Foreign Minister, sent a 
telegram to the President of the 27th Session of the UN General Assembly on 
20 September 1972 in support of the Soviet proposal that no force be applied in 
international relations and that the, use of nuclear weapons be prohibited for all 
time, delcaring: “The German Democratic Republic, a State situated in the centre 
of the European continent, advocates the USSR proposals also because it realizes 
that in view of the high density of population in Europe and the immense de- 
structive power of nuclear and conventional weapons the use of force and of 
nuclear weapons would have devastating consequences.’’”) 

In the Declaration to mark its admission to the UN on 19 September 1973, the 
GDR stressed that a general ban on the use or threat of force in international 
relations was an essential objective of socialist German foreign policy: 

“In accordance with the principles of the Charter of the United Nations, the 
foreign policy of our country is aimed at understanding and peaceful co-operation 
between States. The German Democratic Republic takes the determined position 
that the threat or use of force should be banned forever from international 
relations.” 

Over the last 10 years, in alliance with the USSR and the other fraternal 
socialist countries and together with the overwhelming majority of member 
States, the GDR has been working continuously and consistently within the UN 
framework to strengthen the political and legal basis for international security 
and to develop relations of peaceful co-existence between States with differing 
social systems. The GDR’s initiatives and activities have always been governed 
by the recognition that guaranteeing peace and security in the world cannot be 
separated from effective measures for arms limitation and disarmament. On 29 
November 1973, Peter Florin, the GDR’s Permanent Representative at the UN, 
explained this approach to the First Committee of the 28th Session of the General 
Assembly: “Effective disarmament measures would lend stability and give a 
secure foundation to the results achieved in fulfilling the aspirations of peoples 
to international security and relations of peaceful co-existence. In the present 
circumstances it is dangerous to attempt to replace security by competitive efforts 
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‘n the development and production of armaments systems of ever more de- 
structive force. There are realistic ways and means of calling a halt to the 
so-called armaments round-about.’’ , 

At the 37th Session the GDR repeated that peace and international security 


soth sides determine this single process, in both the positive and the negative 
sense. It was in this regard that Ambassador Harald Rose told the First Com- 
mittee of the 37th Session of the UN General Assembly: “Those who deny the 
orinciple of peaceful co-existence and declare a crusade against sovereign States 
as a guideline of their policy fundamentally violate the basic principles of the 
United Nations Charter. Professions of observance of Article 2, paragraph 4 are 
uughly incredible when a pledge on the non-first use of nuclear weapons is Si- 
multaneously refused, when whole regions of the world are declared to be spheres 
= influence, when systems of military bases are constantly extended, oceans 
militarized and international conflicts stirred up and when MX missiles are 
seployed to demonstrate the resolve to create a nuclear first strike capability in 
-lcar contradiction of the Salt II treaty, so as to make a nuclear war feasible and 
winnable. The policy of confrontation and overarmament implies the persistent 
‘hreat of the use of force which is prohibited by Article 2, paragraph 4 of the 
Charter.’’) 

The socialist countries, including the GDR, have submitted many proposals on 
arms limitation and disarmament, on strengthening international security and 
settling international conflicts and disputes, with a view to implementing the most 
‘mportant principles in the UN Charter. One proposal of outstanding significance 
in this respect is to draw up and conclude an international treaty on the renun- 
ciation of force, which would ban the use of any weapons in international rela- 
tions. An agreement such as this, first proposed by the USSR in 1976, would 
doubtless be the most effective practical expression of the principle of non-use 
of force incorporated in Article 2, paragraph 4 of the UN Charter. Referring to 
the Soviet proposal for a worldwide treaty on the non-use of force, GDR Foreign 
Minister Oskar Fischer told the 31st Session of the UN General Assembly: “A 
world treaty on the non-use of force is now imperative. Single-minded action to 
‘mplement this Soviet proposal would be highly appropriate to extend détente to 
the world as a whole. Such a significant move would have a beneficial effect on 
the international atmosphere as well as on the solution of questions of dis- 
armament, both conventional and nuclear.’’® 

The GDR is resolutely committed to expanding and improving the network of 
principles and obligations of international law on the basis of UN decisions such 
as the Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security (Resolution 
2734/XXV), the Declaration on Principles of International Law for Friendly 
Relations and Co-operation between States in Accordance with the Charter of 
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the United Nations (Resolution 2625/XXV) and the Definition of Aggression 
(Resolution .3314/X XIX). This approach was confirmed in a statement to the UN 
Secretary-General dispatched by the GDR to mark the 10th anniversary of the 
Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security: “The United Nations, 
which came into being 35 years ago as a result of the victory over fascism, has 
in past years repeatedly and emphatically expressed the will of the majority of 
States to strengthen international security by effective measures in the field of 
disarmament, the peaceful settlement of conflicts between States, the elimination 
of colonial and racist oppression, the establishment of equal international 
economic relations and the consolidation of peaceful co-existence.’” 

The GDR has linked its demand for a solution to the most significant problem 
of our day—preventing a nuclear world war—with an adamant rejection of impe- 
rialist doctrines providing for so-called limited, prolonged or total nuclear wars, 
which “are designed to accustom the public to the concept of nuclear war and 
war generally and to make it seem a legitimate means for achieving political 
_ ends.”®) The GDR proposed that statements be anchored in UN resolutions di- 
rected consistently against such anti-human strategies. These initiatives have met 
with support from the overwhelming majority of UN member States. 

The GDR has always attached great importance to discussions and negotia- 
tions, consultations and meetings between government representatives to con- 
sider and solve international problems. The GDR also actively supports the 
opening and continuation of constructive dialogue between States within the UN 
framework. Together with non-aligned countries, it has prepared and submitted 
draft resolutions over the years which call for current talks to be intensified, 
interrupted dialogues to be re-opened and new negotiations to be commenced on 
the subject of arms limitation and disarmament. The broad support for these 
resolutions confirms that problems can only be resolved by means of peaceful 
dialogue and negotiation, whether they concern arms limitation and disarmament 
or the lasting settlement of international conflicts. Drawing on this fundamenta 
approach, coupled with practical experience, the GDR made a committed con 
tribution to the formulation, discussion and adoption of the Manila Declaration 
on the Peaceful Settlement of International Disputes. This Declaration, which was 
completed by the 7th Session of the special committee responsible for the UN 
Charter and for strengthening the role of the organization in 1982 under the 
chairmanship of the GDR’s representative and unanimously proclaimed by the 
37th Session of the General Assembly, provided concrete expression for the 
obligation of States stipulated in the UN Charter to resolve all international 
disputes using exclusively peaceful means. The GDR is particularly committed 
in its support for the demand in this Declaration that States should adhere loyally 
and faithfully to the provisions in this document, since this would be a decisive 
contribution towards increasing the effectiveness of the United Nations in the 
peaceful settlement of international disputes. Dr Siegfried Zachmann, Chairman 
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f the special committee at the 1982 session, was thus able to observe at the 
57th Session of the General Assembly: “The adoption of the Manila Declaration 
on the Peaceful Settlement of International Disputes is therefore of topical interest 

nd comes at the right moment. It is precisely at the present time that the Declara- 
“on can play an important role in reducing international tensions, strengthening the 
security of all States, removing existing hotbeds of conflict and helping to prevent 
‘he emergence of new sources of disputes between States.’ 

The adoption of this Declaration shows that understanding can be reached on 
‘he most complicated questions, even under the present aggravated international 
relations, if the political will is forthcoming from all participant States. 

Such important experiences and examples as this have been echoed and found 
specific application in other spheres of United Nations activity, too, including 
‘he work of the special committee responsible for increasing the effectiveness 

f the principle of the non-use of force in international relations. The committee’s 

ork is focussed on formulating a treaty on the universal renunciation of force. 
The Soviet Union has submitted a draft, the main objective of which is to prohibit 
the use of military force in all forms, both nuclear and conventional. This is also 
‘he purpose behind the proposal by the States of the Warsaw Treaty Organization, 
outlined in the Prague Declaration of January 1983, to conclude a treaty on the 
mutual non-use of military force and the preservation of peaceful relations 
>etween the Warsaw Treaty and the NATO countries. This proposal, of course, 
iso calls on other States to take part in the formulation of this treaty and to 
accede to it when it is finalized. Implementing this proposal would prepare the 
zround for a worldwide; general treaty on the non-use of force, an approach 
'which corresponds to the principles of the Charter and other relevant UN do- 
cuments. The States Parties to the Warsaw Treaty have thus, in the spirit of the 
Helsinki Final Act, demonstrated their firm resolve to press ahead with dialogue 
aimed at concrete results. 

At the core of the Warsaw Treaty initiative is the commitment by the two 
sides not to use nuclear or conventional weapons against one another. If the 
NATO countries were serious about the Bonn statement which they issued in 
June 1982 to the effect that none of their weapons would be used except in reply 
‘o an attack, an opportunity would have been created for the first time to establish 
this principle between the Warsaw Treaty Organization and NATO in interna- 
tional law. This proposal, then, is also designed to produce more precise stipula- 
tions with regard to the prohibition of force expressed in Article 2, paragraph 4 of 
the Charter, and it would represent an important contribution to developing and 
codifying international law in accordance with Article 13, paragraph la of the 
Charter. 

The second aspect to the proposal is also particularly important. It calls for 
measures to be agreed upon at the same time which would preserve peaceful 
relations, especially by ending the arms race, disarming, countering mutual dis- 
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trust and building confidence. These constructive elements, together with the 
non-use of force against third States contained in the proposal, would equally 
help to increase the role and effectiveness of the UN, above all in the peaceful 
settlement of international disputes and conflicts. 

With this offer the socialist countries have once again demonstrated the con- 
tinuity of their peace policy. 


Constructive work in the Security Council 


Within the UN system, the Security Council holds special responsibility for 
guaranteeing peace and international security. Deep esteem for the peace and 
détente policies of our country prompted the GDR’s election as a non-permanent 
member of the Security Council for the period 1980/1981 at the 34th Session of 
the General Assembly. The activities and initiatives undertaken by the GDR i 
the Security Council were designed above all to reveal the true causes for the 
aggravation of the international climate and to support adoption of Council 
resolutions which accorded with the provisions of the UN Charter and did justice 
to the Council’s function in the safeguarding of peace. The GDR played a con 
structive part in the joint quest for political solutions to international conflicts 
and disputes and in measures to strengthen international security, campaigning 
for Council resolutions to be implemented consistently. This was all the more 
imperative because international hotbeds of conflict were threatening world 
peace, the arms race was continuing in spite of all the attempts to achieve dis 
armament undertaken by the socialist countries and other peace-loving nations 
and modern-day anachronisms kept their hold, such as apartheid and racism 
vestiges of colonialism which threaten the security of the peoples. 
The GDR’s work was aimed at producing decisions in the Security Counci 
which supported the legitimate interests of the peoples and challenged the im 
perialist policies which endangered peace. The GDR always took the part of those 
States who were victims of aggressive, interventionist policies by imperialist 
forces and who were still being denied their national independence and a chance 
to practise their right to self-determination. This was particularly evident in the 
Security Council debates about dangerous hotbeds of conflict in the Middleé 
East and in Southern Africa. With the GDR in the chair, the Security Council 
concerned itself in March 1981, for example, with the “situation in the Middle 
East”. After thorough consultations with the Council members, the GDR’Ss 
Permanent Representative Peter Florin, in his capacity as President of the Se 
curity Council, was empowered to deliver a statement. In this statement, Israe 
was called upon under UN resolution 425 “immediately to cease its military action 
against Lebanese territorial integrity and withdraw forthwith its forces from a 
Lebanese territory.”!). Again and again, the GDR drew the attention of the 
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Security Council and of the international public to the acute dangers invoked for 

nternational peace by the aggressive policies of Israel and South Africa and by 
‘he all-round support which these regimes receive from the imperialist countries. 
At the same time the GDR has been supporting the just Struggle of the national 

iberation movements PLO, SWAPO and ANC, whose representatives frequently 
spoke directly to the Security Council, and advocating broad Security Council 
sanctions against Israel and the racist South African regime. The GDR cam- 
paigned vigorously for a political solution to these conflicts and repeatedly 
-onfirmed its willingness to support efforts in this direction. The GDR representa- 
‘ive on the Security Council stated, for example, during discussion of the situation 
a the occupied Arab territories: “World public opinion expects from the Security 
s Council effective measures that would guarantee a comprehensive, lasting peace 
settlement of the Middle East conflict, the core of which is a political solution 
of the Palestinian question... As far as the German Democratic Republic is 
-oncerned, it is prepared to take part in steps that might bring such a solution 
closer.””!2) 

This consistent attitude was held by many non-aligned countries to express the 
anti-imperialist and anti-colonial policy of the German Democratic Republic and 
met with a broad international response. 

The active, consistent contribution which the GDR made in the Security 
-ouncil in reaction to South Africa’s aggression against Angola and Zambia and 

the act of aggression against the Seychelles helped to illustrate the growing 
aggressiveness of the racist regime against the background of an imperialist 
-onfrontation policy and to expose the dangers it presented to peace. 

However, efforts by socialist countries in the Security Council to strengthen 
peace and international security have gone well beyond direct discussion of 

solutions which could eliminate severe hotbeds of international conflict. A 
proposdl was submitted at the 26th Congress of the CPSU that “a special session 
of the Security Council be convened with the participation of the highest re- 
presentatives of the member States of the Council to seek solutions for nor- 
malizing the international situation and preventing a war.’’) 

This proposal, born of a deep sense of responsibility to preserve world peace, 
corresponds to the demands of the time—in the light of the international situation 
aggravated by imperialism—and reflects the mandate of the Security Council laid 
down in the UN Charter. The GDR attaches great importance to this initiative 
and is campagning for its implementation. Addressing the 37th Session of the 
United Nations General Assembly, Oskar Fischer, the GDR’s Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, warned: “The danger of a thermonuclear war which is facing mankind 
lends ever greater urgency to the task of implementing the Soviet proposal to 
call a special session of the Security Council at the highest level.’’!4) 


31 


II. 

The GDR’s work at the UN to guarantee 
peace and security in the various regions 
of the world and for a peaceful settlement 
of international conflicts 


Preserving peace and international security is inseparably linked with the pre- 
vention of regional conflicts and the peaceful settlement of international disputes. 
Working on the basis of the fundamental provisions in the UN Charter and the 
norms of international law, the GDR has always been dedicated to the develop 
ment of good-neighbourly relations, and to the peaceful settlement of international} 
conflicts in the various regions of the world, and has supported the appropriatey 
initiatives and proposals. 

The greatest attention is always paid to the situation on the European continen 
whenever the problems of security policy are discussed at the UN. The GD 
feels a special sense of responsibility for preserving peace as a result of its) 
geographical location at the heart of Europe, right on the dividing line betwee 
the two world systems and most powerful military coalitions, and it isp 
energetically committed to seeing the process of détente continue in Europe. The 
experience of the ‘70s demonstrate that every nation was able to benefit from 


on the overall international climate. It enabled many basic problems in the re 
lations between States to be settled—including those between the GDR and th 
Federal Republic of Germany, encouraged trade, economic, scientific and tech: 
nological co-operation, stimulated cultural and intellectual exchange and per 
mitted direct personal relations to develop. This process of détente and peacef 
co-existence was reflected in the “European treaties”, agreements of variou 
kinds between socialist States and the Federal Republic of Germany, includin: 
the Treaty on the Bases of Relations between the GDR and the FRG and thi 
Quadripartite Agreement on West Berlin. It was reaffirmed in the Final Act 
Helsinki. In the present, tense international situation, much depends on wheth 
these Helsinki principles can be maintained and developed as a basis for relatio 
between States. 

That is why the GDR repeatedly stresses, in the UN as elsewhere, that if thi 
imperialist policy of arms build-up and confrontation is extended to Europe, 1 
particular by implementation of the plans to station new US medium-range nucle 
missiles in Western Europe, this will invoke extreme dangers to peace and inte 


national security. 
The GDR’s commitment and constructive approach to security policy on th 
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“uropean continent is influenced by the direct experience and lessons of two 
jevastating world wars which began in Europe. The GDR makes use of the 
oportunities which the UN offers to do justice to its historical responsibility 
ensure that war will never emanate again from German soil. In drawing at- 
‘ention over the past 10 years to the European situation, the GDR’s delegates 
nave not been acting from narrow national interests, but, rather, paying tribute 
the simple and far-reaching fact that the political climate in Europe exerts a 
significant influence on the overall international situation. Together with the 
USSR and the other fraternal socialist countries, the GDR thus makes an 
emphatic demand that “military confrontation (be) lessened and the concept of 
2 peaceful synthesis of interests accepted as the rationale of political action.”’!») 
Jn the basis of these principles the GDR works, for example, to ensure that 
the annual resolutions which monitor implementation of the Declaration on the 
Strengthening of International Security contain a call for adherence to the 
Helsinki Final Act and continuation of the process which began with that Con- 
mrcrence. 

Given that the results of the détente process in the 70s were so positive for 
Europe and the world in general, any policy of confrontation and arms build-up 
must be decisively condemned as a violation of the basic interests of the peoples 
and of agreements under international law. Together with its partners in the 
f socialist alliance, the GDR is confronting this lethal strategy by the most ag- 

eressive. forces of imperialism with a constructive peace policy, which found 

expression in the Prague meeting of the Warsaw Treaty countries. The GDR was 
implementing this joint programme of socialist peace policy when it responded 
affirmatively to the Swedish proposal to create a zone free from battlefield 
nuclear weapons in Central Europe, declaring its willingness to place its entire 
} territory at the disposal of such a zone on the basis of mutuality. The GDR takes 
} che view that the Swedish initiative offers an opportunity to progress towards 
the reduction and eventual elimination of nuclear weapons in Europe. This would 
}5e an important step towards reducing military confrontation in Europe. An 
} 2greement of this kind would not only diminish the danger of a nuclear war, but also 
} provide a positive stimulus to the process of détente and mutually beneficial 
} co-operation among the European States. 


For a comprehensive, just and lasting peace 
in the Middle East 


*/It was back in 1973 that the GDR stated in general debate at the 28th Session 
-/of the UN General Assembly: “Withdrawal of the Israeli forces from the 
occupied Arab territories, and respect for the independence and legitimate rights 


of the States and peoples in this area, including the Arab people of Palestine—only 


3 3417-2 33 


such a political arrangement will lead to the settlement of the Middle East confli¢ 
in conformity with the Security Council resolution.’!© 

The GDR has consistently presented this principled position at all meetings o 
the General Assembly, in the Security Council and in other UN bodies. It thus 
actively supported, for example, the Soviet proposals of 15 September 1982 fol 
a solution to the Middle East conflict, since these contain all the necessary 
principles and outline the path to achieving a genuine settlement in the Middle 
East. The Political Declaration by the States Parties to the Warsaw Treaty of 
5 January 1983 once again stressed their significance. On the fundamenta 
premise that a comprehensive, just and lasting solution to the Middle Eas 
problem can only be reached by collective effort, the GDR advocated convening 
an international Middle East conference which would involve all intereste¢ 
parties, including the PLO. The debates on the Middle East and Palestiniar 
' question which have taken place in the UN over recent years reflect growing 
acknowledgement of these constructive proposals. Undoubtedly, this is due te 
the fact that these proposals meet the objective interests of the peoples because 
they are based on the norms of international law and UN resolutions. They 
coincide essentially with the principles in the Arab peace plan for a settlemen 
to the Middle East conflict, endorsed by the Arab summit conference in Fés ig 
1982. 

The GDR has appeared before many different UN bodies, above ali during the 
regular meetings of the UN General Assembly and its extraordinary specia 
sessions and also in the Security Council, and illustrated the obstacles which 
hamper a broad, just and lasting settlement to the question of the Middle Eas 
and Palestine. It pointed out in particular the connections between the global 
strategy of confrontation and arms build-up pursued by the USA and the grave 
situation in the Middle East. It has warned again and again of the dangers incurre¢ 
for peace and security in the world and for the independence of the Arab peoples 
by the sinister complicity between the major imperialist powers and their loca 
allies in the Middle East, by the “strategic alliance’? between the USA and the 
aggressor Israel. At the same time, it has exposed the threat to world peace and 
peace in the Middle East region which derives from imperialist machinations if 
building up the so-called Rapid Deployment Force, establishing new US militar 
bases, carrying out provocative military manoeuvres and setting up “multina; 
tional forces” for imperialism, not to mention attempts to extend NATO’s radius 
of action. It was therefore highly significant from the political point of view tha 
during the 36th and 37th Sessions of the General Assembly, resolutions (36/266 A 
and 37/123 F) were accepted by the overwhelming majority of States defining 
the so-called “strategic co-operation” between the USA and Israel as a form of 
encouragement to Israel to continue its policy of aggression and expansion. 

The GDR decidedly condemned every one of the acts of aggression and an 
nexation perpetrated by the ruling Israeli circles, especially the brutal genocida 


34 


on against the Lebanese and Palestinian people. It supported the justified 
mands of Arab States and other non-aligned countries for sanctions to be 
lied against Israel by the UN Security Council in accordance with Chapter 
of the UN Charter. The GDR’s representatives at the UN have always 
‘ressed that the Palestinian question is the key problem in the Middle East 
atilict. Again and again, its statements always pointed out that there can be no 
mprehensive, just and lasting settlement to the Middle East conflict if the Arab 
=-ople of Palestine are not guaranteed their inalienable national rights, including 
me. right to return, to self-determination and to the foundation of their own inde- 
-ndent State. The GDR resolutely opposed all imperialist attempts to undermine 
>< inalienable rights of the Arab people of Palestine acknowledged by the UN 
y= 50 many resolutions and to cast doubt on the role of the PLO as their sole 
}-= timate representative. Oskar Fischer, the GDR’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
2f¢o mmented in his declaration of principles to the 34th Session of the UN General 
sembly: “Israel’s withdrawal from all territories occupied since 1967 and the 
arantee of the Palestinian people’s right to self-determination, including the 
2ot to form a State of their own, remain fundamental prerequisites for peace 
ad security of all States in the Middle East. The decisions adopted by the world 
‘ganization do not permit of its involvement in separatist manoeuvres which, 
> even their advocates have come to realize, have led us into a blind alley, 
W=cause by such mamoeuvres the rights of the Palestinian people are ignored. 
ir particular solidarity is with the just struggle of the Palestinian Libera- 
Organization, the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian 
eople.””!) 
The GDR has been making an active contribution towards implementation of 
he legitimate rights of the Palestinian people as a member of the committee for 
fo< exercise of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people ever since this was 
=. up in November 1975. The GDR’s representatives on this committee have 
articipated in formulating draft resolutions and, along with other socialist coun- 
‘es and also non-aligned States, has been co-author to many resolutions on the 
~-lestinian question submitted to the General Assembly. On the basis of the 
WPracue Declaration by the States Parties to the Warsaw Treaty of 5 January 1983 
fend the results of the official visit paid by Erich Honecker, General Secretary 
©: the SED Central Committee and Chairman of the Council of State of the GDR, 
» Syria and Kuwait in October 1982 and his friendly meeting with the Chairman 
i the PLO Executive Committee, Yassir Arafat, the GDR will continue to 
*fampaign for a truly just, comprehensive and lasting solution to the Middle East 
eonflict. 
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Struggle against racism and apartheid in South Africa 


If the causes of many conflicts are to be eliminated, it is essential to eradicat 
finally every vestige of colonialism and racism and to refrain from a policy 0 
neo-colonialism, the oppression and exploitation of other peoples. Peace am 
international security are inconceivable if racism, apartheid and colonialism ar 
not wiped out. The GDR has felt a deep obligation to the struggle against racig 
and colonial oppression ever since it was founded. 

On 12 November 1963, the GDR government published a statement which said 
“The government of the German Democratic Republic raises ... its voice for tht 
immediate and strict fulfilment of the Declaration on the Granting of Indé 
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. It declares its full support a 
solidarity with all peoples which are still suffering under the regime of colonia 
ism.’’!®) | 

The admission of the GDR to the United Nations Organization brought ne 
opportunities for supporting the struggle of the peoples for independence and th 
realization of their right to self-determination in even more effective forms. T 
was all the more significant as the struggle to eliminate the last remains ¢ 
colonialism in Southern Africa had entered the decisive phase. 

The GDR consistently supported the heroic struggle of the peoples of Angol 
Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau and the Cape Verde Islands against colonialt 
Portuguese rule and campaigned vigorously for the UN decisions on this matte 
to be implemented. When these countries won their independence and th 
national liberation movement was victorious in Zimbabwe, more dangerot 
hotbeds of conflict in this region were eliminated. 

Together with the majority of UN member States, the GDR is working 
remove the apartheid regime in South Africa which represents a continuous thre 
to peace and security in the region. South Africa’s rulers see the aggravation 
the international situation by imperialist circles as providing them with addition 
room for manoeuvre and as encouragement for aggressive aavenunes directe 
against free African States. 

“Such a policy of internal and external State terrorism can be pursued o 
with direct assistance from the most aggressive imperialist forces, which a 
openly allying themselves with the racists in Pretoria, using South Africa as 
stronghold against historical progress in that part of the world.” 

The overwhelming majority of the UN member States, including the GDR, ha 
condemned the acts of aggression by the racist regime against Angola, Mozat 
bique and other sovereign African States and demanded that the Security Count 
apply sanctions against South Africa. However, imperialist States and _ the 
monopolies ignore the will of the majority in the international community af 
extend broad economic, political and military assistance to the racist Sou 
African regime. Imperialism must thus take some of the responsibility for 
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a’s continuing crimes. General Assembly resolutions have quite rightly 
jemned collaboration with South Africa by the USA and other NATO 
intries and by Israel. A great danger, and particularly to Africa, emanates from 


@&>< apartheid regime’s ambitions to possess nuclear weapons, helped along by 


number of imperialist countries by means of broad nuclear co-operation. For 
s reason, the 37th Session of the General Assembly adopted a resolution 
erely condemning “‘the collusion by the Governments of certain Western 
intries and other States, particularly those of the United States of America, the 
=ceral Republic of Germany and Israel, with the racist regime of South Africa 
‘he nuclear field.’’?” The GDR supported this project as it has supported every 
solution against apartheid. The continued abuse of Namibian territory illegally 
-cupied by South Africa as a base for aggression against its African neigh- 
rs) illustrates in an especially graphic manner that it is necessary to find a 
_ and lasting solution to the Namibian problem on the basis of Security Council 


we Solutions 435 and 386. The GDR has actively supported all UN activities aimed 


' eliminating this hotbed of conflict and has campaigned consistently for the 
nting of independence to Namibia. The active work which the GDR does at 
> UN for the elimination of racism, colonialism and apartheid is an expression 
- the firmly rooted solidarity of the GDR people with the just struggle of the 
-oples of South Africa and Namibia under the leadership of their liberation 
sanizations.?3) 


or peace and security in all regions of the world 


ice early 1982, the UN has been concerned, both in the Security Council and 
he General Assembly, with the conflict surrounding the Falkland Islands 
alvinas). The GDR assesses this conflict simultaneously as a question of 
aranteeing world peace and security and a problem of eliminating the vestiges 
‘ colonialism, of implementing the principles and purposes of the UN Charter 
i fulfilling the important Declaration 1514/XV and many other UN resolu- 


ak 


n this spirit the GDR, during the debate at the 37th Session of the General 
.ssembly on the “Question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas)’’, exposed the 
‘empts by imperialist circles to resort to “political and diplomatic intrigues, 


@:<ssure, blackmail and the use or threat of force (so that) the colonialist policies 


i the past can continue even in our time’), and demanded that all peaceful 
neans be applied to settling the conflict. The GDR’s representatives condemned 
he abuse of the South Atlantic, and also of the Middle East and the Caribbean, 
military training grounds for the USA and NATO, explaining the relationship 
>tween the events to do with the Falkland Islands (Malvinas) and the imperialist 
licy of arms race, confrontation and war. 


37 


At the UN the GDR supported initiatives by Cuba, Nicaragua and Mexico th 
defuse the situation in the Caribbean and Central America. Violations of th 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Central American States by the USA wer 
condemned as provoking more serious tensions, and hostile acts by the Unite 
States against Nicaragua and other countries in the region were condemned @ 
posing a danger to world peace. When the Security Council was informed in 198 
that relations between the GDR and Nicaragua were of a close and fraterm 
nature, a demand was also made that the imperialists cease their attempts 
undermine the situation and that a peaceful solution be found to the problem 
which had arisen. 

The GDR’s policy at the UN is characterized by a search for peaceful settle 
ment of problems, whatever the region where they appear. Thus the GDR s 
ported proposals by the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea for a solutid 
to the Korean question, which included the demand that US troops be withdraw 
from South Korea. The position of the Cypriot government was supported in th 
same consistent manner, requiring that the Cyprus question be resolved in a 
cordance with the UN Charter and the relevant UN decisions on preserving th 
independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity and neutrality of Cyprus. TE 
GDR has added its weight to the cause of turning the entire Mediterranean in 
a zone of peace. 

Consistent defence of the sovereign rights of the peoples of Afghanistan an 
Kampuchea, and an adamant rejection of ail illegal attempts to interfere in the 
internal affairs, are an important part of the work which the GDR is doing fe 
international security and the reduction on regional hotbeds of conflict. Guide 
by this firm, fundamental position, the GDR has always opposed the abus 
of the UN for debates about the so-called Afghanistan or Kampuchea qué 
tions. It has explained that neither Afghanistan nor Kampuchea are the caus¢ 
of the existing tensions in South-West and South-East Asia, but, rather, continué 
external interference by imperialist and other reactionary forces in the concer 
of those regions and their sovereign States. A normalization of the situation 
this part of the world calls for acceptance of the political realities and the legit 
mate interests of the partner States. Dialogue and co-operation are on the agend 
not confrontation and interference. 

The constructive proposals by the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan fo 
solution to the problems facing South-West Asia received the full support of th 
GDR. These point the way towards understanding and a reduction of tensio 
in that region. ‘““Peace in South-West Asia can be achieved and maintained on 
through a just and comprehensive political solution. A political settlement of tf 
situation around Afghanistan must guarantee that armed and any other inte 
ference by counter-revolutionary forces in the internal affairs of Afghanistan] 
stopped and never again resumed. Reliable guarantees are necessary for 
attainment of that end.’”25 The constructive approach by the States of Indochil 
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1 seeking to resolve the disputes in this region by negotiation has always met 
ith the unreserved approval of the GDR. At the UN it has supported efforts 
»y these countries to create a climate of confidence in South-East Asia and to 
sromote dialogue. The recognition of the sovereign rights of the People’s Re- 
public of Kampuchea was extremely important in this respect. Together with 
other socialist countries and many developing countries, the GDR takes the 
efinite view that the government of Kampuchea is the sole legitimate representa- 
‘ve of the Kampuchean people and that it should be granted the seat at the UN 
od in other international organizations. Neither the representatives of the ge- 
1ocidal Pol Pot régime, nor the so-called “coalition government” has the right 
) speak for Kampuchea. The GDR’s consistent advocacy of recognizing and 
mplementing the legitimate rights of Afghanistan and Kampuchea is an ex- 
oression of the deep friendship between our States and peoples. It is a concrete 
-ontribution towards lending further substance to the Treaties on Friendship and 
-o-operation between the GDR and Afghanistan and Kampuchea. These both 
tress the commitment to “promote the further strengthening of peace and secu- 
rity in Europe, in Asia and throughout the world and to contribute to developing 
and expanding relations between States with different social systems on the 
oasis Of the principles of peaceful co-existence and in accordance with the 


| purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter.’’2© 


“or the transformation of the Indian Ocean 
nto a zone of peace 


The foreign policy traditions of the German Democratic Republic imply support 
‘or measures undertaken by the liberated States of Africa, Asia and Latin 
\merica to preserve their independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity and 
9 strengthen peace and security on their continents and in their regions. It was 
in this spirit that the GDR showed its commitment to implementing the Declara- 


i ‘ion passed by the UN General Assembly in 1971 on converting the Indian Ocean 


nto a zone of peace. The Declaration, launched by non-aligned States, was and 


js aimed at halting and reversing. stepped-up efforts by US imperialism to in- 
‘egrate the region into its global strategy, closing the military bases, effecting the 


vithdrawal of war fleets sent by powers outside the region, and clearing the 


‘region of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction. 


In 1980 the GDR joined the ad hoc committee on the Indian Ocean, at the same 


| ime taking over one of the vice-chairmanships, and since then it has been using 
') ‘his opportunity purposefully to campaign on the basis of the mandate passed — 

‘oy the General Assembly for a conference to be held in the near future on 
© converting the Indian Ocean into a zone of peace. 


The fact that the conference, planned for Colombo in 1981, has already been 
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postponed twice is the fault of the obstructive policy of the USA which, loaf 
to take heed of the legitimate interests of States in this region, is opposing 
creation of a zone of peace and attempting to sabotage the conference requir 
to achieve this end. This prompted the remarks of the GDR representative at 
committee meeting in August 1982: ‘““The German Democratic Republic continu 
to believe that the holding of the Conference can’t be deferred if the dangero 
developments in the Indian Ocean are to be halted and the transformation of th 
region into a zone of peace is to be initiated in good time.’”?” 

The GDR again referred to this fact at the committee meeting in February 198 
“It is becoming increasingly obvious that certain States are taking advantage’ 
the postponement of the Conference in order to take further military measun 
which are inconsistent with the objective of establishing a zone of peace in f 
region and pose further obstacles to the holding of the Conference.” 

The GDR also numbers amongst those States which have constantly request 
the USA to resume Soviet-American talks on limiting and subsequently reducii 
military activity in the Indian Ocean. In its committee work it is committed 
implementing in the Indian Ocean the USSR’s proposals for improving the sec 
rity of the oceans, thereby establishing a favourable, confidence-building climé 
for the zone of peace which is to be created. 

The GDR similarly uses its participation in the UN to repeat the call to 
NATO States contained in the Political Declaration by the States Parties tot 
Warsaw Treaty of January 1983 not to expand the sphere of action of their bl 
to any other regions of the. world, such as the Gulf. 

We have witnessed ten successful years of the GDR’s work in the Unit 
Nations. During this period the GDR has also made a recognized contributio 
as an equal member of the United Nations Organization, in the field of inte 
national security and the solution of international conflicts. From the outse 
has functioned in the world Organization as a reliable factor for peace and as 
loyal ally of all those States and peoples which are fighting for peace, nation 
independence and social progress, working persistently to implement the ‘pt 
poses and principles of the UN Charter. The GDR will continue consistently wi 
its policy of safeguarding peace and of fighting for détente and disarmament. 


? Or HARALD ROSE 
-ermanent Representative of the GDR to the 
‘nited Nations, and other International Organizations in Geneva 


The UN | 
jin the struggle against colonialism 
and racial oppression 


> record of the GDR’s ten years of work within the United Nations Organization 
-ould be complete if it failed to describe this country’s consistent commitment 
the cause of national independence and self-determination for the peoples. In 
@ oc UN, too, the German Democratic Republic is aiding the struggle against racist 
-olonial oppression, drawing on the teachings of the Marxist-Leninist classics and 

n its deep roots in the revolutionary traditions of the German and international 

rking-class movement. Perhaps it will be left to the generations of the future 

evaluate the world political significance of this struggle. The Declaration 

sued by the Communist and Workers’ Parties in November 1960 defined it thus: 
The collapse of the system of colonial slavery under the onslaught of the 
¥ ~ ational liberation movement is of tremendous historical importance, second only 
14 © the emergence of the world socialist system.” 

With an irresistible force, this onslaught has destroyed colonial empires which 

had taken centuries of plundering to’build. The colonial overlords left behind 
nem not only millions of human victims, but also unimaginable economic back- 
#7» ardness, poverty, starvation and ignorance. The oppressed peoples never ac- 
f cuiesced in this fate, but over and over again massacres, cunning and tricks were 
Posed in an attempt to drown their rebellion in blood. Legends of “civilizing 
y= issions” will never succeed in making humanity forget these imperialist 
crimes, 
The process of colonial liberation began with the Great October Socialist 
-volution, which gave birth to the first workers’ and farmers’ state. It was to 
| become a reliable support for the national liberation movement. As Foreign 
} \(inister Oskar Fischer observed at the 32nd Session of the UN General Assembly 
}the USSR is the “living example for the unwavering realization of national and 
cial self-determination as a condition-of the basic rights of human beings’’.”) 
n the period leading up to World War IJ, resistance grew in the colonial-and 
mi-colonial countries. It gained an enormous impetus from the victory over the 
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fascist barbarians. When the world socialist system emerged, it created a ne 
international balance of forces which enabled the struggle against racist colonii 
oppression and exploitation to spread across the world and attain its first goals. 

In 1947, over a thousand million people were still living under the colonia 
or semi-colonial yoke on two thirds of the planet. Today, only the last bastion 
are left to fall, defended by imperialism primarily in Namibia, South Africa, thi 
Pacific and the Indian Ocean. 

The political map of the world has changed radically in just a few decades. 

The United Nations Organization very quickly became the scene of fiere 
conflict about how to solve the colonial question and was increasingly a politice 
instrument for promoting the national liberation struggle. The fronts were clea 
from the start: on one side the socialist countries and emergent nations, and oO} 
the other the imperialist powers. Some major points of orientation had alread 
been established for the UN’s work in the field of decolonization with the draftin 
of the Charter. It will always be to the historic credit of the USSR that, in spite 
stubborn resistance from the imperialist camp, the Charter contains the bas 
purpose: “To develop friendly relations among nations based on respect for t 
principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, and to take othe 
appropriate measures to strengthen universal peace.) 

The right to self-determination, recognized thereforth as a basic norm of inte 
national law, naturally includes a nation’s right to choose its own social system 
and also, in the broadest sense, the struggle for national independence and inter 
national protection for this struggle. The fight to eliminate colonialism is a prim 
manifestation of that struggle. 

UN activity to make a practical reality of these aims did not run a straigh 
course. No laurels were due to the UN bodies—then under the influence @ 
reactionary imperialist forces—for their attempt to hold the Congo under colonié 


Nevertheless, that does not undermine the great contribution which the UB 
has made to the success of the anti-colonial liberation struggle, even if this ha 
consisted mostly in encouraging better international conditions by taking meas 
ures of a moral, political or of a legal nature. This judgement is not based 0 
wishful thinking, but makes allowance for what the political balance of force 
considering actual circumstances, has permitted. It should be mentioned in thi 
context, that over the course of the years, the UN not only passed resolution 
aimed at States but also exerted a positive influence on developments 
means of a series of specific measures. These include the decision that Sout 
Africa had forfeited its “mandate” over former “South West Africa” and creatiol 
of the UN Namibia Council, to exercise this mandate, concession of observe 
status to the liberation movements and recognition of such movements as t 
sole legitimate representatives of their people, de facto exclusion of South a 
from participation in the General Assembly by refusal to acknowledge th 
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vandate of the delegation sent in: 1974 by the racist regime, and, of course, the 
‘oad spectrum of publicity work which has made a noticeable impact on inter- 
tional renewal. 
in the late 50s and early 60s, a new situation emerged. The fundamental changes 
> the constellation of forces brought about by the liberation struggle also affected 
ic UN. The emergent nations newly admitted to membership added their weight 
the anti-colonialist camp, tipping the scales within the organization more in 
vour of the independence cause. 
it should be recalled that, up until that point, the UN had been very much under 
ve thumb of the USA as a result of the prevailing balance of forces. In the 
yionies themselves the imperialist States put up a stubborn resistance, often 
‘cing the liberation movements into costly struggles, and at the same time they 
ed to paralyze the UN on this issue. They took advantage, among other things, 
- imprecise formulations in Chapters XI and XII of the UN Charter, which are 
»ncerned with Non-Self-Governing Territories and the International Trusteeship 
stem.” 
Article 73 b, for example posits the aim “‘to develop self-government, to take 
© account of the political aspirations of the people and to assist them in the 
‘ogressive development of their free political institutions, according to the 
rticular circumstances of each territory and its peoples and their varying stages 
advancement”’. 
The compromise position contained in this wording provided the imperialist 
intries with a certain leverage which they could manoevre to halt the process, 
»metimes with the assistance of UN bodies, or at least to slow it down in the 
iterest of neo-colonialist “formulae”. At the same time, however, the States 
‘esponsible” were obliged by the Charter to report back on fulfilment of the 
‘ovisions. This was used by the socialist countries and emergent nations, above 
_ to pressurize for a definite, speedy date to be set for independence. The colonial 
wers tried to get round this by: 
declaring colonial dependent territories to be “‘overseas territories’, 1.e. part 
of the metropolis itself, or referring back to earlier illegal treaties and so 
preventing UN influence by the principle of non- -intervention; 
~ describing the territories in question as “unripe” for independence and having 
the audacity to quote the catastrophic conditions which they themselves had 
brought about as evidence; 
arguing on principle that independence was not even the point at issue, and 
applying the iridescent concept of “self-government” in preference to the 
clearly defined right to self-determination. 
1é actual liberation struggle and the new balance of forces at the UN put an 
<nd to these machinations. It was the USSR which took the initiative once more 
the 15th Session of the UN General Assembly in 1960. It applied to have the 
m “Granting of independence to all colonial peoples” included on the agenda. 
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The very formulation was a challenge to the imperialist colonial powers, and evel 
more so the adoption of the historic Declaration 1514, which was also welcome 
explicitly by the GDR in a statement sent to the UN. This triggered off the fina 
phase in the elimination of the colonial system. 

The underlying principle, articulated right at the beginning, shows that dee 
inroads had been made and had exerted a powerful influence on the decision 
which the UN was subsequently to take on this question. To quote: “The sub 
jection of peoples to subjugation, domination and exploitation constitutes a denié 
of fundamental human rights, is contrary to the Charter of the United Nation 
and is an impediment to the promotion of world peace and co-operation.” 

The demand for immediate independence was incorporated and backed up b 
a precise clause to the effect that: “Inadequacy of political, economic, social 0 
educational preparedness should never serve as a pretext for denying ind 
pendence.” 

Forced onto the defensive, the colonial powers tried to save face by abstaining 
(That was the reaction of, for example, the USA, Britain, France, Belgiun 
Portugal, Spain, South Africa and Australia). 

It is significant that the US representative explained his abstention by saying 
among other things, that he could not accept the passage in the Declaration whid 
runs: “All armed action or repressive measures of all kinds directed againt 
dependent peoples shall cease in order to enable them to exercise peacefully ami 
freely their right to complete independence... He 

Far from approval being forthcoming for this just demand, a stream of pleé 
to the liberation movements were heard at the UN asking them to compo 
themselves in a “peaceable” manner. Today, the imperialist States still refuse 
acknowledge the indisputable right of the liberation movements to engage 
armed struggle. According to their code, the oppressor should get the guns a 
the oppressed a sermon about patience and peacemaking, with an occasional dos 
of verbal indignation. The present US Administration has lifted this veil ¢ 
hypocrisy by demonstratively announcing its friendship with the racist regim 
in Pretoria and declaring the liberation movements to be terrorists. 

When the German Democratic Republic became a UN member in 1973, Ot 
Winzer, then Foreign Minister, was completely justified in claiming, just a fe 
days after admission, that the GDR “has never given just verbal support to th 
struggle against colonialism and racism, but has always considered it its sacre 
duty to aid that struggle by positive action.”® 

His statement was based on the knowledge that solidarity with the peoples} 
their desire for self-determination is a fundamental political principle and co 
stitutional commitment for the GDR. 

The Socialist Unity Party of Germany has repeatedly confirmed this politic 
principle from top level and taken appropriate decisions. Thus we read in ff 
Solidarity Appeal passed by the 10th SED Congress: “With indignation 
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idemn the activities of the most aggressive imperialist circles to arrest the 

ular struggles for national and social liberation, to interfere in the internal 

airs Of other States, to defame the inalienable right of peoples to self-de- 
nination as terrorism, and to confront the national liberation Struggles with 
ckmail manoeuvres endangering peace.’’” 

Jver and over again, the struggle against colonialism and racism has been the 

aject of meetings between leading representatives of our country and States 

national liberation movements in Asia, Africa and Latin America. This is a 

ic tenet of our socialist foreign policy. In his message of 16 June 1977 to the 

rid Conference against Apartheid, Racism and Colonialism in Southern Africa, 
*}-<\d in Lisbon, Erich Honecker, General Secretary of the SED Central Com- 
mittee and Chairman of the Council of State of the GDR, pointed out: “The 
--erman Democratic Republic has always actively supported the struggle of the 
-oples of Zimbabwe, Namibia and South Africa against the racist régimes, 
>} -2ainst the odious practice of apartheid and neo-colonialist conspiracies, and for 
> implementation of the UN resolutions for the elimination of racism and 

‘onialism, and will continue to show active solidarity with this struggle in the 
future. ”’8) 

"his commitment to campaign for liberation from colonialist and racist rule 

1S substantiated by a whole series of bilateral treaties. For instance,Article 8 
© the Treaty on Friendship and Co-operation between the German Democratic 
-<public and the People’s Republic of Mozambique, of 24 February 1979, stipu- 

es: “The sovereign parties to the Treaty will continue their consistent fight 
s2ainst the forces of imperialism, to eliminate fascism, colonialism, neo-colonial- 
ism, racism and apartheid for all time.’” 
| Similar stipulations are to be found in the other treaties on friendship and 
<o-operation which the GDR has concluded with nation States of a socialist 
: ©rientation and also with the fraternal socialist countries. 

Even before the GDR was admitted to membership of the United Nations, this 
1: incipled policy meant that it had already been doing what was in its power to 
support UN activities against colonialism and racism. 

In July 1963, for example, Dr Lothar Bolz, who was Foreign Minister at the 
ime, sent a telegram to the Chairman of the Anti-Apartheid Committee of the 
‘TU nited Nations confirming that the GDR was not engaged in any form of trade 
“sith South Africa. Referring to the GDR’s firm solidarity with the people of South 
trica in their struggle against the repressive apartheid regime he pointed out: 
Never will the German Democratic Republic betray the liberation struggle 
of the peoples, but will support it also in future with all means at its com- 
mand.’’10) 

The policy of apartheid is the most grotesque outgrowth of racism, but not the 
“fonly form which it can take. There are still other regions and countries where 
‘millions are oppressed by imperialism by racist means. That is the reason why 
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the UN adopted an International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 0 
Racial Discrimination, which came into force in 1969. The GDR governmen 
issued a statement in support of the decision taken by the 17th Session of t 
General Assembly to draw up a Convention of this nature. The statement pointe 
out that racism and racial discrimination have no socio-economic basis in 0 
country and that they are punishable under domestic law. It elucidated the clos 
connexion between racism and colonialism and suggested that the planne 
Convention should ‘also underline the necessity of completely overcomin 
colonialism, this being essential for the total abolition of racial discriminé 
tion.”!) 

In other words, the GDR was already encouraging the UN’s efforts to eleminat 
colonialism and raciem in all their forms. As a member, it was then to have a 
opportunity to play a direct part in determining UN activities, an opportunit 
which it has often made use of. 

Looking back, one can easily observe the unbroken continuity of the GDR 
policy. 

The contribution which the GDR has made so far in the UN to the nation 
liberation struggle of the peoples has been directed both at drafting blueprini 
for action and at considering individual problems ‘or specific activities of t 
various subordinate bodies. 

One basic feature of the GDR’s work in the UN is the role it plays in explainin 
the inseparable link between peace and national self-determination, which 1 
cludes liberation from colonial servitude. 

The independence of the peoples and international security are endangered 
the same factors, which are mutually conditioned. In the final analysis, both a 
jeopardized by the imperialist thirst for domination which will permit the mom 
polies to plunder the peoples. When the imperialist States were carving up tl 
colonies, they were rivals. Now they are confronted with the sovereignty of th 
newly created States. The neo-colonialist forces are seeking to undermine th 
sovereignty by means of political and military blackmail, subversion and e¢ 
nomic pressure. Indeed, by stepping up its policies of confrontation, arms buil 

up and war preparations, imperialism is making an obvious display of its attemp 
to mobilize liberated countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America—in diré 
opposition to their own fundamental interests—against socialism as the prov 
force in the struggle for social and national independence. The aim is to provit 
themselves with easier conditions for interfering in the affairs of the non-alignt 
States and the developing countries. 

The designation of entire regions as spheres of interest, the formation of f 
so-called Rapid Deployment Force, the hunt for military bases and the stationil 
of US troops in other States, as in Lebanon not so long ago, the creation ¢ 
“strategic alliances”, the formation of a military command to which almost 3 
countries are “assigned’’, the permanent naval presence in various seas—this} 
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puntry. 
..qS far as the present situation in southern Africa is concerned, the Security 


aimed directly against the sovereignty and security of the non-aligned coun- 
>. The tensions and conflicts created as a result can spread very rapidly, and 
increase the danger of nuclear war. 
_ is, therefore, understandable, that the non-aligned States are not only 
ongly committed to safeguarding universal peace and to disarmament but are 
campaigning with greater and greater determination for regional security 
asures, L.€. agreements on the renunciation of force, peace zones, nuclear-free 
ves, etc. Demands for the dissolution of foreign military bases abroad and for 
“rmination of the abuse of dependent colonial territories (such as Guam, Diego 
cia and the Pacific Islands) are becoming more frequent. The results of the 
Summit Conference of the Non-Aligned States bear out this impression. 


4 © GDR supports these efforts, and it is in this spirit that it exercises the 
p ---presidency of the UN Special Committee concerned with creating a peace 


ve in the Indian Ocean. 
re connection between self-determination and international security is self- 
ent in southern Africa. The Security Council was brought in very early here, 
nite of the resistance put up by the imperialist countries. It has taken a number 
seful decisions, both towards ending colonial rule in Namibia and condemning 
aggression which the racist South African regime has been carrying out 
ist the front-line States, particularly Angola and Mozambique. Nevertheless, 
a fact that the imperialist powers, and especially the USA, are not only 


7 ‘tructing more far-reaching decisions, but even ignoring those that already 


'. Otherwise the troops of the racist South African regime would not have 


#--n stationed for so long in southern Angola, and the Security Council’s resolu- 
> 435 (78) would have been put into practice long ago. 


should be remembered that the GDR spoke out against the crime of apartheid 
for the independence of Namibia at its first appearance in the Security 


Funcil on 22 October 1974. On that occasion the GDR’s Permanent Representa- 


= at the UN, Deputy Foreign Minister Peter Florin, declared that “at a time 


af ©n international détente is gaining ground everywhere, it is more intolerable 


an ever before that a régime should use the methods of fascist terrorism to stifle 

= freedom of the peoples of South Africa and occupied Namibia.’’!” 

\s a member of the Security Council in the period 1980/1981, the GDR was 
> to bring its influence to bear in a number of ways on the positive work that 


age Council was doing. While the GDR presided, a resolution was adopted, for 


ample on Zimbabwe which, given the situation at the time, was very important 


warding off attempts to impose a neo-colonialist settlement on that 
13) 


neil is still being called upon to meet its full responsibility for achieving a 


$s: solution in Namibia. Appropriate measures need to be taken to implement 
-€ resolution 435 (78) with regard to Namibia. The Security Council is facing the 
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task to proclaim comprehensive sanctions against the racist regime in accordam 
with Chapter VII of the UN Charter. 

All attempts by the imperialist States to prevent the Namibian people fro 
implementing their right to self-determination and to establish a neo-colonie 
regime in Namibia must be frustrated. 

For the GDR, another essential aspect of the overall approach has always be 
linking the quest for national independence with the struggle for human righ 
It bases its view on the premise that the right to peace and at the same time 
self-determination, is the most fundamental human right. Consequently, it 
tively promotes treatment at the UN of those problems which arise out of ma 
violations of human rights that endanger peace. This includes colonialist a 
racist rule. The GDR has made several specific contrubtions in this respect. 

One of the first initiatives which the GDR took at the UN was to submi 
resolution on the Status of the International Convention on the Suppression 4 
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid.’ The resolution on measures against Nai 
fascist and neo-fascist activities which it presented for the first time in 1980, 2 
covers colonialist and racist practices.!» The same goes for the resolution 
women’s participation in the struggle for peace, against colonialism, neo-colont 
ism and racism initiated in 1975'© and the Declaration on the participation 
women in promoting international peace and international co-operation adopt 
in 1982.'” 

In order to help the colonially and racially oppressed peoples to realize thi 
right to self-determination, the GDR has, however, not confined itself to su 
mitting resolutions of its own and supporting most of the undertakings of 
non-aligned States as a co-author, but has also assisted the cause with conc 
action. To cite a few chronological examples there was the special session 
Berlin of the UN Apartheid Committee, just a few months after the GDR W 
admitted to the international organization, followed by membership of 
Committee from 1975 and the opportunities offered by decades, years and d 
of action for developing campaigns both within the GDR and internationally 
which public organizations such as the Confederation of Free German Tra 

Unions, the Free German Youth and the Democratic Women’s Federatio 
Germany devoted a considerable amount of effort. 

Mention should be made in this context of certain major national bodies in 
GDR such as the Committee for the Decade of Struggle against Racism 
Racial Discrimination, headed by the President of the Surpreme Court, Dr He 
rich Toeplitz, and the government committee under Alfred Neumann, me 
of the Political Bureau of the SED Central Committee and Deputy Chairman 
the Council of Ministers, which was set up in 1978 in conjunction with A 
Apartheid Year. It was also in 1978 that the ANC and SWAPO opened missii 
in the GDR, an expression of the firm solidarity which our Republic extend 
the national liberation movements. 
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This is also the place to refer to the fruitful activities of the GDR Committee 

Human Rights, of which Friedel Malter has been Chairman for many years. 
anks to its authoritative expert studies and its other work, it has played an effec- 
2 role at both national and international level in the struggle against colonia- 
n and racism. 


‘his selection would be incomplete without some reference to the Solidarity 


mmittee, chaired by Kurt Seibt. Founded in 1960, it has provided the liberation 
vements with invaluable moral and material support ranging from medical care 
wounded freedom fighters to vocational training and university education. 
= Committee’s Chairman has close contacts with representatives of the na- 
val liberation movements and key UN officials, and has often been invited to 


-dress UN bodies. One event which also attracted international attention was 
=< Seminar on Publicity and Role of Mass Media in the International Mobiliza- 


) against Apartheid, held in the GDR’s capital from 31 August to 2 September 


1-s1, organized in collaboration with the Anti-Apartheid Committee. The semi- 


s chairman, Ambassador Gbeho of Ghana, delivered a report to the Anti- 
artheid Committee in which he said: “‘On the soil of the GDR is a government 


“4 a people which not only reject colonialism and racism, but which support 


vord and action the struggle to eliminate all their last vestiges.’!® 


‘inally, in terms of basic attitude, it must be said that the GDR is persistent 
-onducting the struggle against colonialism in all its forms, and that includes 


p= 0-colonialism. The concept of neo-colonialism emerged in connection with the 
>olition of the colonial system. It implies the use of different, often new methods 


rder to preserve or re-establish the oppression or exploitation of other peo- 
s. Although the term neo-colonialism is usually applied in a more narrower 


=nse, what it amounts to in essence is denial of the rights of the peoples to 
> {-determination and of State sovereignty by means of massive intervention, 


the interest of the international monopolies, in decisions about the socio- 


-onomic structure of society and the type of relations maintained with other 
‘ates and peoples. That is why there is no real difference between the current 
cacks by the USA on Nicaraguan sovereignty and attempts to settle the Namib- 
2 question in a manner that would make the concept of political autonomy 
z<void of any substance. 


\s the ideology and concept of practical imperialist policy, neo-colonialism is 
‘a phenomenon which only occurred after direct colonial rule over individual 


f= oples had been abolished. From very early on, its purpose was to prevent 


isistent exercise of the right to self-determination. 
Neo-colonialism draws on a wide variety of methods in combination. The 


fm litary policy angle has already been mentioned. At present it is making a 


‘ticularly heavy impact on US foreign policy. One specific feature of neo- 


© lonialism is the use of economic pressure. This not only provides the monopo- 
es with direct benefits; it is also designed to exert an influence on the de- 
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velopment of socio-economic and political structures to ensure relatively stat 
conditions of exploitation and dependence. 

This approach takes brutal advantage of the economic backwardness inherit 
by the developing countries, the bonds which weld them to the world capita 
economy and the traditional colonialist division of labour. Regardless of the nee@ 
of national development, these countries are expected to supply cheap ff 
materials and labour and to purchase goods at prices which guarantee lucrat# 
profits. Even the qualified personnel which the countries concerned so urgen 
need are drained by the monopolies. 

Facts and figures in relevant UN publications illustrate how the imperial 
States load the burden of their own crisis onto the backs of the developil 
countries. They exploit heavy debts and currency problems to interfere in t 
economic structures of the developing countries. The World Bank and the Inte 
national Monetary Fund, which are nominally speaking UN institutions, play 
dubious role in this process. In violation of all decisions by the Security Coun 

and the UN General Assembly, millions of dollars have been given to the apa 
heid regime in South Africa as credit. 

Another essential component of neo-colonialism is ideological subversion, W 
the bulk of assistance coming from the media monopolies. Their arsenal rang 
from whipping up sentiment against the socialist States and distorting the ré 
situation in the developing countries and the relations between these and t 
socialist countries to glorifying the capitalist road to development and f 
Western way of life. 

Neo-colonialism has such a varied set of tools that the UN absolutely m 
tackle its elimination right across the board. That is why, in the field of 
economic policy, the GDR so emphatically urges the organization to contribu 
towards democratizing international economic relations and seeks to fashion th 
in harmony with the principle of equal rights. This is not the place to desc 
in detail all the activities undertaken by the GDR, but it should be stressed f 
the GDR has, from the very start, supported every measure entailed in the bre 

demand for a new international economic order which is aimed at eliminat 

neo-colonialism. It was actively involved in the birth of the Charter on econon 

rights and duties adopted by the UN in 1974, and is, for example, working 1 

number of subsidiary bodies concerned with various aspects of its 

plementation, such as ECOSOC, the Commission on transnational monopolt 
the UNIDO Council, UNDP, UNICEF, and others. 

Although the concept of the New International Economic Order is simply 
expression of the universal democratic principles incorporated in the UN Chart 
putting it into practice runs up against the determined resistance of the imperial 
forces. Speedy results cannot be reckoned with, but it is important that this thr 
of the struggle against neo-colonialism should also have been integrated into! 
work of the UN. The organization cannot solve the problem by a mere show 
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ods, but it can make an effective contribution if the various States undertake 
commitment to put an end to the neo-colonialist practices of imperialism. In 
respect, the example which the socialist countries have set in terms of equal 


nomic relations carry considerable weight with the developing countries. 


‘ is symptomatic of the present tactics of the imperialist forces that they are 
ig to keep the entire ramifications of colonialism and neo-colonialism as well 
y from the UN as possible and to enforce decisions in the organs under their 
y which further their own aims. This applies to the settlement of the Namibian 
‘tion and to the major economic problems. By contrast, the GDR is a de- 


“mined advocate of having these discussed within the organization, for the 


-stions concerned touch upon the interests of all States. In so doing, the GDR 
remain, as it-has always been, a reliable partner in the cause of social and 
nal liberation for the peoples. 
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Dr PETER DIETZE 


Director of the Division for International Economic Organizations 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 


The GDR 

for worldwide economic 
co-operation on the basis 
of equal rights 


A new chapter at the UN 


The opportunities open to the GDR to work for a democratic transformation of 
international economic relations expanded when she became a UN member in 
1973. The GDR did more than vote for fundamental UN resolutions aimed at 
“establishing a new international economic order”; right from the start, it played 
an active role in formulating decisions of this kind. Good examples of this were 
the Declaration and Action Programme on the Establishment of a New Inter- 
national Economic Order adopted by the 6th UN Special Session in May 1974 
and the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States adopted at the 29th 
Session of the UN General Assembly in December 1974. 

Like the other socialist States, the GDR is not governed by tactical or opportune 
considerations in its commitment to a New International Economic Order based 
on equal rights. This commitment is in complete accord with its own socio- 
economic system and the principles on which its foreign trade relations are found- 
ed, which are oriented towards total equality, non-discrimination, mutual ad- 
vantage, co-operation between all States regardless of economic and social 
systems, non-intervention in internal affairs, and respect for sovereignty, in- 
cluding sovereignty over natural resources. 

By applying these principles in the lives of their own peoples and asserting them 
in spite of all imperialist attempts to dictate policy, impose boycotts and practise 
discrimination, the socialist countries have managed to overcome their former 
dependence and backwardness and implement successful policies for the welfare 
and happiness of their people. 


The democratic, just transformation of international economic relations, one - 


of the most important issues of our day, is now on the agenda of the UN General 


Assembly and is the subject of other international conferences. That is a direct 
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result of the fundamental changes which took place in the wake of World War 
II and subsequent developments. 

The emergence of the world socialist system proved a crucial stimulus to the 
epoch-making transformations in Africa, Asia and Latin America. The successes 
scored by real socialism and its growing influence on the course of world events 
turned out to be an inescapable challenge into which imperialism was obliged to 
channel the best part of its energies. This undermined its ability to oppress other 
peoples and it loosened its grasp on peoples in colonial slavery, who now con- 
fronted an enemy that they were able to force into retreat.” 

The imperialist colonial system collapsed in the 50s and 60s. The national 
liberation movement had won a victory of world historical significance, supported 
by the growing power of the Soviet Union and the other socialist countries. 

However, having attained their political liberation and State sovereignty, the 
former colonies were still left, in most cases, with the economic relations of 
colonial times. These produced a division of labour which continues to tie the 
young States, with their coveted raw materials, to the apron strings of the im- 
perialist countries. Indeed, in some cases their reliance on the international 
monopolies and imperialist governments has intensified, for these have main- 
tained their determinant influence on raw materials prices. The developmental 
problems of the developing countries have remained unsolved. In some cases, 
their economic and social backwardness even took a turn for the worse. 

It was the ongoing shift in the international balance of forces which enabled 
the emergent nations to make a stand against imperialist coercion. The 4th 
Summit Conference of the Non-aligned Countries, held in Algiers in 1973, opened 
a new chapter in the development of these nations which, at the same time, was 
linked to a new stage in the overall development of international relations and 
the emergence of the international process of détente. 

As this international process of détente began to unfold, it aided the struggle 
for economic independence which, in turn, moved increasingly to the forefront 
of the tasks confronting the developing countries, for political autonomy can 
never be safe until it is matched by economic liberation from imperialism. This 
is an idea elaborated long ago by Lenin, who wrote: “Nothing but economic and 
political liberation ..., carried through to the end, can eliminate all possibility of 
any sort of national oppression.’ 


First steps at the UN towards democratizing 
international economic relations 


These processes are the backdrop which explains why questions about economic 
co-operation between States were being discussed by the General Assembly in 
a qualitatively new manner just at the time when the GDR was admitted to 
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membership of the United Nations Organization. It is no accident that the non- 
aligned movement stepped up its campaigning in this field at the start of the 70s. 
In early September 1973, the 4th Summit Conference of the Non-aligned Countries 
decided to “invite the Secretary-General of the United Nations to convene a 
special session of the General Assembly at a high political level devoted ex- 
clusively to the problems of development including the revitalization of structures 
and the implementation of the goals and objectives of the International De- 
velopment Strategy well before the mid-term review due in 1975”. 

The 6th Special Session of the UN General Assembly took place in April 1974, 
7 months after this decision was passed. It was the first session of this kind, 
concerned solely with questions of economic co-operation between States. The 
main outcome was adoption of the Declaration and Programme of Action on the 
Establishment of a New International Economic Order. 

The adoption of these important documents and, at the 29th Session of the UN 
General Assembly, of the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States, owed 
its success to the collaborative efforts of the non-aligned and socialist countries. 
A truly historic milestone was reached when the General Assembly of the United 
Nations took these decisions. It meant that the UN was applying a series of 
principles of peaceful co-existence to the economic sphere of relations between 
States. From that point on, the developing countries made greater use of the UN 
as a platform to solve their complicated economic and social problems. 

The capitalist industrialized countries were not united in their approach to this 
programme, but their attitude to the fundamental demands posed by the de- 
veloping countries was one of rejection. Nevertheless, at the 6th Special Session 
of the UN General Assembly they found themselves obliged to adopt the Declara- 
tion and Programme of Action on the Establishment of an NIEO by consensus, 
although they raised a large number of reservations in an attempt to cast a shadow 
of doubt over the major propositions in these documents. 

The negative attitude taken by the main capitalist countries with regard to the 
demands of the developing countries was even more conspicuous when it came 
to the Charter of Economic Rights.and Duties of States. This was submitted 
to the 29th Session of the UN General Assembly in December 1974 as 
part of Resolution 3281 (XXIX) and was passed by 120 votes to 6, with 10 absten- 
tions. 

In this case the major imperialist countries did more than register their reserva- 
tions: they refused to vote for the Charter. Even today, nothing has changed in 
their fundamentally destructive attitude. All the conflicts which arose in the 
course of the next few years about the structure of international economic rela- 
tions can be traced back to the diametrically opposed outlook of, on the one hand, 
the majority of developing countries and the socialist States and, on the other, 
most of the capitalist industrial nations. A government’s attitude to the documents 
adopted by the 6th UN Special Session and the Charter of Economic Rights and 
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Duties of States is still the acid test of its serious readiness to contribute to a 
democratic re-organization of international economic relations or not. 
The GDR works on the premise that there are many common interests which 


_link the socialist and the developing countries in the struggle for genuinely equal 


economic relations free of discrimination. These are connected with respect for 
national independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity, equal rights and non- 
intervention in internal affairs. In accordance with the above-mentioned docu- 
ments and with the interests of the young States, the GDR continues to work for 
elimination of the injustices, created by coercion, which rob a people of their 
natural means for a normal development. It endorses the right of every State to 
choose its own social system freely. That includes the right to participate in 
international co-operation regardless of differences in social systems and freely 
to choose the organizational forms for its own external trade relations. As a 
counterpart to these rights, the GDR takes it for granted that States have a duty 
not to discriminate against other states on the grounds of their chosen social 
system. The GDR unconditionally advocates the complete, permanent sover- 
eignty of States with regard to their natural resources and overall economic 
activities, as expressed in these documents. 

The documents proceed from the assumption that, in the final analysis, a 
climate of détente and of peace, where international security is consolidated and 
headway made in disarmament, is indispensable if underdevelopment is to be 
eliminated, different levels of economic achievement gradually overcome and 
suitable conditions created for harmonious progress in international relations in 
the sphere of trade and technology. This is an experience shared by the majority 
of States, and one which is particularly relevant at the moment. 

The common goals which are shared by the socialist and the developing coun- 
tries are, by nature, objective. They derive from common vital interests in the 
struggle for peace and security, for broad co-operation in the spheres of trade, 
science and technology, for the freedom and independence of the peoples, against 
inequality, coercion and exploitation. The socialist States not only play a con- 
structive part in drawing up and implementing the appropriate documents, but 
also provide an example of truly equal and democratic co-operation, and assist 
the developing countries in overcoming economic backwardness. 


Counterattacks by imperialism 


The positive trends in international developments which had begun to make their 
mark have been slowed down as a result of the continued mobilization of the 
aggressive forces. The process of democratically transforming international 
economic relations is no exception. Imperialism’s growing resistance to progress 
of any kind extends to the sphere of world economic relations. In spite of the 
contradictions which divide them, the leading imperialist powers made great 
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efforts to devise and implement a co-ordinated approach in the struggle against 
democratization of international economic relations. 

The imperialist States have never been choosy about the methods they use to 
combat just demands by the developing countries. These range from open military 
force—to protect the “vital interests” of the USA—through massive economic 
and political pressure to more sophisticated face-to-face tactics. In recent years 
there have repeatedly been attempts to substitute the struggle to democratize 
international economic relations by “‘constructive north-south dialogue”. One 
example was the Conference on International Economic Co-operation, which met 
in Paris for almost two years, from 1975 to 1977. It was organized outside the 
UN framwork and was limited in scope. All these attempts have confirmed that 
monopoly capital uses narrow group negotiation like this—even when the mecha- 
nisms of negotiation are packaged with a label of equality—for stepped-up sabo- 
tage of the demands for a new international economic order. Again and again 
we have seen that there is no sense in cherishing any illusion that negotiations 
in a small group might produce progress in the basic questions of international 
economic relations. 


Trying to find a way out of the dilemma 


The tremendous internal difficulties faced by the majority of developing countries 
have become more. acute, and this has lent new impetus to the search for a way 
out of the dilemma. 

The 6th Summit Conference held by the non-aligned movement in Havana in 
September 1979 recommended that “global negotiations on international 
co-operation and development” be organized within the UN framework. 

The main purpose of this proposal was to haul the negotiations on establishing 
the NIEO, which had been dragging on for seven years, out of the doldrums so 
as to make some real progress. Five themes were selected for the negotiations: 
raw materials, energy, trade, industrial and agricultural development, monetary 
and financial matters. 

What was special about this proposal was that all five themes were to be 
discussed at the same time as mutually conditioned factors, as what one might 
call a “package”. This package format was primarily due to the fact that the 
developing countries, with the approval of the OPEC States, declared themselves 
willing for the first time to negotiate in the UN about energy matters. In return 
for this concessionary gesture they hoped that the leading imperialist States 
would allow the developing countries a bigger say in international monetary and 
financial affairs. 

In order to understand the background to this demand, it is important to know 
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that the financial organizations dominated by imperialism, although they have the 
status of UN specialized agencies, answer to no one in their structure, their 
decisions and their methods, which often runs directly counter to UN principles. 
In the UN and its agencies every State has its own vote, i. e. one vote. In the 
International Monetary Fund, the World Bank and its subsidiaries, the Inter- 
national Development Association and International Finance Corporation it is the 
rules of capitalism which apply. Anyone with enough capital has enough votes. 
The number of votes members have depends on the capital share they have, or 
on special quotas. In this financial body the capitalist countries hold 60 to 70% 
of the votes, which means, in fact, that they dictate financial policies and that 
developing countries are bound to accept them. 

By proposing global negotiations, what the non-aligned countries were pri- 
marily trying to achieve was a reform of these capitalist monetary and financial 
relations and of the institutions which regulate them, so as to eliminate the 
disadvantages of their status in this system and obtain equal rights in decision- 
making processes and in working out the credit policies of the international 
financial organizations. 

The GDR played a part in drawing up resolution 34/138 at the 34th Session of 
the UN General Assembly in 1979, which formulated some basic principles on 
this score, and, voted in favour of it. The resolution stipulated that the “global 
negotiations” should be held within the UN framework, that they should be open 
to all States, contribute to the implementation of the new international de- 
velopment strategy and promote solutions to world economic problems. 

By voting in favour of these “global negotiations”, the GDR was also ex- 
pressing approval for the 5 themes and areas proposed, i. e. raw materials, energy, 
trade, development, and monetary and financial matters. 

Once more there is hard resistance to this project from influential circles in 
the imperialist countries. From the beginning, the main factors in the conflict 
between the developing countries and the imperialist States have been the themes 
of energy as well as monetary and financial matters. Whereas the imperialist 
countries wanted as much detailed negotiation of energy questions as possible, 
they adamantly refuse to enter into any discussion of monetary and financial 
affairs. On the one hand, they want more leverage over delivery conditions and 
the price of oil in order to win guarantees for their energy supplies. On the other 
hand, they are not prepared to let anyone tamper with their control of the inter- 
national financial organizations. The imperialist powers believe this is possible 
to the extent that oil is losing its significance as a weapon in the international 
negotiations in general and also to the extent that their own heavy dependence 
on oil imports can be reduced. The events of recent years have shown that the 
diminished demand on the international crude oil markets has placed strong 
pressure on the oil exporting countries. In March 1983, OPEC agreed on a cut 
in the price of oil for the first time in nine years. This trend is being used by 
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the imperialist States, above all the USA, to press ahead with their delaying tactics 
over the.global negotiations. _ 

At the “North-South Summit” in Canctin (Mexico) in October 1981, US Presi- 
dent Reagan announced that the United States was going to relinquish its 
negative stance on the global negotiations. Thus a new chapter of worldwide 
demagogy began in American politics. The previous posture of basic rejection 
now became one of “elastic approval”. But this alleged approval was made 
dependent on such conditions that nothing remained of the original proposal by 
the developing countries. Eight months later, between 4 and 6 June 1982, the 
heads of state and governments of the other six major capitalist powers declared 
the same position as the US Administration on this important subject. In the 
statement they published after their economic summit in Versailles, they first 
express the point of view that “Opening global negotiations in the near future 
is an important political aim which all participants in the summit conference 
support.) But a few lines further on they say: “We believe there is now a good 
prospect of the global negotiations soon materializing and reaching a successful 
conclusion, insofar as the independence of the specialized agencies is guaran- 
teed.” In plain language that means that the decisions taken by the financial 
organizations under imperialist control must be acknowledged as binding. There 
is no question of conceding a greater say in these institutions to the developing 
countries. At the same time, the leaders of the seven leading capitalist countries 
declare their ‘“‘willingness”’ to introduce the following measures: “encouragement 
for the flow of private capital including international agreements on improving 
conditions for private investments and a further concentration of public de- 
velopment aid on the poor countries”.*) This was an attempt to reorientate the 
global negotiations towards themes which primarily suit the interests of the ca- 
pitalist countries. The catalogue of themes covers food aidand agricultural develop- 
ment, energy and an improved climate for the investment of private capital. From 
these proposals, backed up by many comments from Western statesmen, it is 
increasingly easy to discern the following three main aims which the imperialist 
_ powers have set for the future pattern of international economic relations: 

Firstly, they still seek unhindered access to sources of raw materials and fuels, 
guaranteed energy supplies and a greater influence over the price of strategic raw 


materials, and this is a decisive objective underlying the imperialist approach to. 


the developing countries. 

Secondly, these forces are anxious to interlock the developing countries even 
more firmly within the international capitalist division of labour, retaining the 
present structures of the capitalist world economy. The reverse side to the coin 
_ means separating the developing countries from their friends and allies, the 

socialist States. The imperialists combine this aim with that of destroying any 
“progressive trends towards a democratic transformation of international eco- 
nomic relations. 
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Thirdly, capitalist development in the developing countries is to be encouraged 
oy every available means in conjunction with an orientation towards the capitalist 
market mechanism. International regulatory measures that constrain monopoly 
-apital in the hunt for profit are rejected. 

As always, the GDR stands by the positive basic position on the global negoti- 
ations which it adopted in 1979. The principles which guide it in this matter were 
©xpressed once again in the Prague Declaration by the States Parties to the 
Warsaw Treaty, published in January 1983. The GDR was one of the authors of 
this document, which makes an unreserved demand for the “opening, without 
delay, of global talks on the most important economic problems in keeping with 
UN decisions”’.>) 

The socialist States are at one on this with the decisions taken at the 7th Summit 
Conference of Non-aligned Countries in New Delhi. From that platform the non- 
aligned movement demanded a fundamental restructuring of the existing inter- 
national economic order. They consider that a “process of global negotiations 
is necessary” in order to achieve this and urge in their “Message from Delhi’: 
~All hurdles must be overcome so that these negotiations can be launched without 
delay.” 


The GDR’s work for a democratic transformation 
of international economic relations 


The GDR takes it as granted that a new international economic order will require 
a long, hard fight, the ultimate aim being that “all should really recognize the 
legitimate right of the people of every country to decide, without external inter- 
ference, On its own internal affairs, and to participate in international life on the 
basis of equality; that-all should respect the independence, territorial integrity 
and inviolability of the frontiers of States, that the principle of non-use of force 
or threat of force should be observed, and that not a single power should try to 
pursue a policy of hegemony and demarcate ‘spheres of interest’ or ‘spheres 
of influence’.’® If these far-reaching goals are to be achieved, every remnant of 
colonialism must be eradicated, neo-colonialism must be Overcome and the 
exploitation and oppression of other peoples will have to be ended. In this respect 
the GDR views the General Assembly’s programme for establishing a new inter- 
national economic order with sober realism. In essence it is an anti-imperialist 
programme, directed at the abolition of structures inherited from colonial times 
and lop-sided conditions of dependence and imbalance in the economic relations 
between developing countries and the capitalist industrialized nations. Its aim is 
to eliminate the sharpest manifestations of capitalist exploitation and plunder in 
international economic relations. This blueprint does not pose the question of 
social reforms and the elimination of obsolete political structures in these coun- 
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tries. It makes no clear distinction between socialist and capitalist States and thus 
ignores both past history and present-day reality, which is determined by the 
existence of the two opposing socio-economic systems. This inconsequential 
approach weakens the effectiveness of the challenge which the developing coun- 
tries are making to imperialism by seeking economic decolonization. 

In view of the complex interrelationships between the problems which need 
solving, the peoples have a long struggle still ahead of them. There are many areas 
where measures and action are called for, and sometimes they will have to be 
content with small steps and successes, and even prepared for the occasional 
setback. 

From the start, the GDR has used whatever channels were open to it and 
devoted all its energies to achieving progress in all kinds of areas within the 
economic policy sphere of the UN, its committees and campaigns, and its special- 
ized agencies. At the 4th World Trade Conference in 1976, the socialist States 
submitted a complete programme of practical measures for expanding economic 
co-operation with the developing countries in both breadth and content. The GDR 
played an active part in drawing up these proposals. Now, with the 6th World 
Trade Conference meeting in Belgrade in June 1983, they are still as relevant as 
ever. The proposals include, for example: 

— extending the practice of concluding long-term trade and payments agreements 
and agreements on scientific and technological co-operation; 

—economic and technical support for developing the domestic resources of the 
developing countries, above all their industry, and a growth of the public sector; 

— support for developing the agriculture of these emergent nations and solving 
their food problems; 

—expanding commodity sales of traditional and new products from the de- 
veloping countries, particularly finished and semi-finished products; 

—organizing multilateral industrial co-operation with the involvement of the 
socialist countries; ee 

—support for creating a modern scientific and technological infrastructure, 
building a modern system of education and science, and training national 
cadres. : 

Like the other socialist countries, the GDR does what it can to implement these 

proposals in practice. One indication of this are the trips which the GDR’s 

supreme representative, Erich Honecker, has made to several African, Asian and 

Latin American countries. The GDR has signed treaties of friendship with some 

of these, in which the partners express their support for a new international 

economic order on the basis of equal rights and democracy and free from im- 

perialist exploitation. By inscribing these problems in print in international 

treaties, the GDR is underlining the great importance which it attaches to them 

and the seriousness with which it takes its commitment to conduct this struggle. 
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Broad interrelationships underlying the GDR’s work 
in the UN system : 


The GDR takes the view that the struggle for a new international economic order 
must not be limited solely to fragmentary aspects of international socio-economic 
relations. The capitalist industrialized nations have not set up their lobster-pot 
of discrimination, boycott and economic war to catch simply the developing 
countries, but also, in fact primarily, the socialist States. Indeed, many of the 
smaller capitalist countries also fall prey to the discrimination and artificial 
constraints of international trade. That is why economic relations between East 
and West are an important part of the struggle for democratic transformations 
in the world economy as a whole. Experience of the struggle to date shows that 
establishing a new international economic order simultaneously demands a trans- 
formation of world economic relations that will eliminate the entire spectrum of 
obstacles to international trade and economic relations imposed by the capitalist 
industrialized nations and the international monopolies. The general aim must be 
to create just international trade relations which are beneficial to all involved. 
These interrelationships govern the GDR’s approach to its involvement in the 
UN, its committees and specialized agencies and the regional economic com- 
missions. 

‘At the 37th Session of the General Assembly, the GDR was elected for another 
three-year term to serve on ECOSOC, the UN Economic and Social Council. It 
is the GDR’s third term with this major United Nations institution in ten years 
of membership. In participating constructively it is concerned with questions 
which are important to international economic co-operation, the economic and 
social development of States, particularly the developing countries, and the 
evolution of a fruitful, healthy political climate. 

This has included, for example, working on the draft of the Declaration and 
Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New International Economic 
Order and, in the years which followed, introducing measures designed to im- 
plement this; helping to draft the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of 
States; supporting the public sector as a significant force for economic and social 
advance in the developing countries; taking steps to attack the negative practices 
of transnational monopolies and beat them into retreat; initiating moves to coun- 
ter the uncontrolled brain drain from developing countries to capitalist in- 
dustrialized countries; implementing the Declaration on the Granting of Inde- . 
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples; launching measures to implement 
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; organizing 
a wide range of activities for International Children’s Year 1979 and taking 
follow-up measures; aiding the oppressed people of South Africa and their 
national liberation movement; supporting Africa’s Decade of Transport 
and Communication. This is only a small selection of the many varied and 
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constructive contributions which the GDR has made to the work of 
ECOSOC. 

The GDR is constantly aware of the need to enable ECOSOC to perform 
its appointed role as the most important UN institution in the economic field. 
It opposes any attempts to diminish the functions of ECOSOC. By concen- 
trating on these main tasks, the Economic and Social Council can help to 
increase substantially the effectiveness of the entire UN system and especially 
of the General Assembly. 

The GDR has been making a big contribution to the various committees and 
sessions .of UNCTAD, the United Nations Conference on Trade and De- 
velopment. This work is aimed at promoting international trade, above all speed- 
ing up economic development in a manner which pays due attention to trade 
between countries at different stages of development, trade between the de- 
veloping countries themselves, and between countries with differing economic 
and social systems. The GDR has been entrusted with a great number of func- 
tions within the UNCTAD framework, and it has taken part in numerous ad hoc 
committees within the UNCTAD structure and in UN negotiating conferences 
held under the auspices of UNCTAD. Experts in the GDR have researched a 
number of jubjects for the UNCTAD secretariat and given papers at UNCTAD 
seminars. 

The GDR is working just as actively and constructively for UNIDO, the United 
Nations Industrial Development Organization, and for the UN’s operational 
programmes, such as the United Nations Development Programme, the United 
Nations Environment Programme, UNICEF and other working bodies. The sole 
UN organ dedicated to all-European matters in the economic field is the Eco- 
nomic Commission for Europe. The GDR’s main objective here is to establish 
and develop equal co-operation between States with different social systems 
across the whole continent of Europe. In this spirit it makes a positive con- 
tribution to the annual plenary sessions and to over a hundred subsidiary organs 
covering almost every aspect of economic activity. 

The GDR is also a member of various specialized agencies (World Health 
Organization, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 
International Labour Organization, World Meteorological Organization, Inter- 
national Telecommunication Union, Universal Postal Union, World Intellectual 
Property Organization, International Maritime Organization), where it is active 
in helping to solve the specific problems of each organization. 

The GDR is particularly dedicated to projects which are designed to tackle the 
global problems confronting humanity. Examples of such Campaigns have been 
the international fight to Wipe out certain diseases (the GDR helped to eliminate 
small pox), the sophistication of weather observation on a global scale and the 
improvement of weather forecasting, and provisions for satellite television. 

Within the WHO programme to establish good health for everyone by the 
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year 2000, the GDR has taken on additional projects to develop its own health 
system and is also involved in parallel activities on an international 
scale. 

As a European country, the GDR participates in measures of a regional nature. 
It was on the initiative of the GDR that the WIPO turned its attention to, for 
example, legal mechanisms for regulating patent registration in the course of 
collaboration between countries with different social systems. And the latest 
session of the Regional Association of the WMO in Europe adopted the GDR’s 
proposal on the subject of dangerous weather. 

It is now becoming increasingly obvious that the difficult problems facing the 
UN specialized agencies can only be solved if there are adequate material re- 
sources available. Consequently, the specialized agencies must work for an end 
to the arms race and genuine steps towards disarmament. The GDR has submitted 
and supported proposals to this intent in, for example, the ILO, WHO and 
UNESCO. The study drawn up by a UN committee of experts on the dangers 
of nuclear war, and the consequences for the survival and health of the world’s 
peoples, is a challenge, particularly to the medical profession, to do everything 
possible to avert the threat of a nuclear war. The extent to which the process 
of détente can now be revived will determine the existence of fertile conditions 
for the work of the specialized agencies. The GDR will continue to play its part. 


Genuine progress needed urgently 


In accordance with the decisions of the 7th non-aligned summit conference in 
New Delhi, the GDR holds the view that immediate measures are essential in 
a number of fields. The most important among these preliminary steps are safe- 
guarding peace, democratizing trade and currency relations and guaranteeing 
suitable internal and external conditions for harmonious development in both the 
economic and the scientific, technological fields. 

At most of the conferences and meetings within the UN system which deal 
with economic policy, there are those who argue again and again that safeguarding 
peace is not part of the mandate by which they have been convened. The repre- 
sentatives of socialist countries, who stress again and again the need to take steps 
to secure peace, are thus accused without justification of wanting to discuss 
topics that are not related to the agenda. This is one of the most illogical argu- 
ments to which we are regularly treated within the entire economic policy sphere 
of the UN, and it is often cited with the conscious aim of promoting certain 
political intentions. The truth is that no discussions about how to solve economic 
problems can be meaningful unless a thermonuclear holocaust is prevented. 

The arms race is the crucial barrier to the solution of global economic problems. 
On the one hand it upsets the political climate and undermines confidence be- 
tween States and peoples, without which economic relations cannot flourish. On 
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the other hand, the arms drive provoked by NATO is swallowing up the natural 
and human resources of our planet. A fraction of today’s military expenditure 
would suffice to guarantee the Earth’s energy supplies, wipe out starvation, and 
boost the economies of the developing countries. 

This underlines the fact that the subject of arms limitation and disarmament 
is global problem No. 1. Anyone who sets out to change economic relations in 
a democratic direction is bound to demand disarmament. No one who sits by and 
silently watches the rearmament process and the NATO arms drive will achieve 
an iota of economic advance. The present situation calls on everyone, regard- 
less of their specific business, to make some contribution towards pre- 
serving humanity from thermonuclear war and placing peace on a firmer 
footing. 

Another step which could be taken immediately would be for all States to 
confirm that they are guided in their international economic relations by prin- 
ciples such as equal rights, non-discrimination, respect for the sovereignty and 
integrity of all States, non-intervention in internal and external affairs. No State, 
big or small, can develop unless it participates in the international division of 
labour under conditions of equality, conditions which exclude violation of sover- 
eignty and intervention in the internal affairs of others. As the 7th Summit 
Conference of the non-aligned movement established, inequality and exploitation 
are the creatures of colonialism and imperialism. Imperialism, which in today’s 
world has adopted neo-colonialist methods, will never freely relinquish any of 
the unilateral advantages which inequality and exploitation afford it. The key is 
rather for all those forces in the world with an interest in truly equal international 
economic relations to act in unison. That includes defending themselves against 
the protectionist tendencies of several major capitalist countries and against trade 
restrictions. 

Certain leading Western politicians must also put an end to their practice of 
issuing instructions to other States about how to conduct their internal affairs. 
Nor do they stop at preaching the “magical powers of the market’’, but quite 
openly resort to economic pressure and blackmail in order to impose the “control 
mechanisms of the market economy” on other countries. When top-ranking 
politicians in the West claim that these market economy mechanisms are capable 
of transforming the unequal, subordinate role which the majority of developing 
countries are obliged to play in the world capitalist economy, they are simply 
mocking the peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin America. Not only did these 
control mechanisms create the present social and economic inequalities between 
developing and industrial capitalist countries; they are constantly reproducing 
them at a higher level. Let us remember that the capitalist mechanisms have the 
crises born in the capitalist countries so beautifully under control that they are 
transferring them with all the accompanying burdens onto the developing coun- 
tries. A number of official documents produced by the non-aligned movement 
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already recognized that the free play of market forces cannot possibly achieve 
a radical transformation of international economic relations. 

Western statesmen couple their praise for the magic powers of the market with 
blackening slanders of the planned socialist economy. This illustrates the anti- 
socialist thrust of the imperialist campaign. The aim is also to discredit and 
obstruct a number of developing countries which have chosen a socialist path 
of development. However, it is a fact that the control mechanisms of the planned 
economy which govern economic relations between the socialist countries have 
promoted a high rate of economic growth, with the economically weaker among 
them actually attaining the fastest rates so that economic progress in the various 
socialist countries is being levelled up. Even in the face of the more and more 
disturbing manifestations of crisis in the advanced capitalist countries with their 
zero growth, the socialist countries have succeeded in achieving substantial 
economic growth. 

Among the urgent measures needed for a democratic transformation of inter- 
national economic relations is the regulation and control of the activities of 
transnational monopolies. The latter constitute a determining factor in the in- 
equality, injustice, exploitation and plundering on which international economic 
relations are based in the capitalist system. According to the UN Centre on 
transnational corporations, there were 11,000 international monopolies in 1979, 
with 28,000 subsidiaries, branches and bases operating in almost every country 
within the territory of the capitalist economy. 

In today’s capitalist economy, the international monopolies control about 50 % 
of industrial output, as considerable a proportion as ever of the raw materials 
trade and about 60% of foreign trade. They are thus a determinant structural 
element of that system. The monopolies enjoy the direct support of “their” 
governments in their economic, and often political activities. This makes them 
a key instrument of neo-colonialism. In 1975 the UN Economic and Social 
Council set up a Commission on Transnational Corporations. The GDR has been 
an active member of this commission since it began to work. High on its agenda 
is the formulation of measures to restrict the negative practices of the transna- 
tional corporations and to enable the countries where they invest to exert greater 
control over their activities. Since 1976 work has focussed on a Code of Conduct 
for these monopolies. On this matter the GDR is resolutely in favour of demands 
such as: | 
—recognition of the unlimited sovereignty of States with respect to the transna- 

tional corporations; 

—a contribution from the monopolies towards achieving the goals of the de- 
veloping countries; _ 

—a ban on corporations intervening in the internal affairs of States; 

—an end to the collaboration between the corporations and the racist regime in 

South Africa; 
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—the creation of effective instruments and mechanisms to regulate the activities 
of the monopolies in the countries where they place their investments. 

By actively campaigning for the adoption of a code of conduct along these lines, 

the GDR is making a contribution towards transforming international economic 

relations on a democratic and equal basis. 


Material aid from the GDR to developing countries 


The socialist countries support the just demands for a new international economic 
order, and not merely in the political sphere. They assist the developing countries 
directly in solving their socio-economic problems, in particular in their efforts 
to establish a national industry on which to base their economic independence. 
It is a well-known fact that the socialist countries have helped and participated 
in building and equipping thousands of enterprises in the mining, metalworking, 
energy, machine engineering and light industrial sectors which are now the 
property of the developing countries and form part of their national economies. 

These are all measures designed to support the developing countries in their own 

independent efforts, which, in the final analysis, are of crucial significance to 

social progress and economic development there. The GDR, too, has contributed 
broadly to the economic support for the developing countries, concentrating its 

Own activities on: 

— promoting an intricate and balanced development of economic potential, par- 
ticularly in the process of creating an industrial basis and an efficient agricul- 
ture. 

— supporting the development of natural resources on the basis of mutual ad- 
vantage under conditions which guarantee full sovereignty and respect for the 
legitimate rights of the co-operating parties; 

— expanding co-operation in the field of planning, particularly the drafting of 
national plans and programmes for economic and social advance; 

—helping to build an efficient public and co-operative sector in the economy of 
the developing countries in accordance with the plans for development drawn 
up by their governments; 

—granting aid to create the requisite scientific and technological potential, and 

—assisting the developing countries in the field of basic education, vocational 
training and specialized training for the country’s key personnel, and in the field 
of health care. 

The GDR has completed or helped to complete over 750 projects in developing 

countries. In early 1982 there were another 67 under construction. They include 

installations and equipment in the fields of transport and communications, electri- 
fication, manufacture of building materials, machine engineering, the textiles 
industry, the printing sector, livestock farming and food processing, hospitals, 
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schools and universities. The GDR is granting more licenses to developing coun- 
tries to encourage and accelerate their economic activities. 

As general education, vocational qualifications and available potential of 
university and college graduates are important growth factors for independent 
development, the GDR is especially concerned to support the developing coun- 
tries in training their own specialized labour. Since 1970 the GDR has provided 
over 50,000 citizens of developing countries with basic or advanced vocational 
training. In 1981, 12,827 cadres from developing countries started vocational 
training in the GDR (excluding university and college students). 5,088 students 
completed their training that year. 

2,062 citizens of developing countries enrolled at GDR universities and colleges 
in 1981. Another 1,519 young people from those countries took their degrees. This 
brought the figure of university or college graduates in the GDR from the de- 
veloping countries to over 13,000 since 1970. 

In 1981, support from the GDR to the developing countries and national libera- 
tion movements amounted to a total of 1,529,700,000 marks. That sum is worth 
0.78% of produced national income (= net domestic product) for 1981, and 
includes both material and financial forms of aid. 

The GDR is offering this aid to the developing countries and national liberation 
movements at a time when world markets are exposed to the capitalist economy’s 
deepest crisis since the thirties. Disruptions of currency relations, high rates of 
inflation, record interest, depreciation of currency, foreign trade restrictions, even 
embargoes, all have far-reaching effects on international economic relations. Even 
the GDR’s economy has to confront these world market conditions. 

The socialist German Democratic Republic has absolutely no share in the 
gigantic profits which the transnational corporations extract from these nations. 
It does not own a single factory, mine, oil well or any other natural resources 
in the developing countries. These countries have a legitimate right to demand 
financial and material compensation from those who practise Colonialism and 
neo-colonialism. The GDR will always support these just demands by the de- 
veloping countries. 

The GDR has always been a reliable, efficient, stable partner for any country 
interested in peaceful trade and international co-operation founded on mutual 
benefit, and it will continue to be so in future. It is unswervingly committed to 
=conomic relations between States based, not on sanctions, trade wars, protec- 
tionism, embargo and boycott, which infringe international law, but on continued 
application of the principles of peaceful co-existence to serve progress and solve 
the urgent global problems facing humanity. 
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The GDR 
and human rights 


The UN Charter, in its Preamble, defines international co-operation in im- 
plementing human rights as one of the United Nations’ principal purposes. 
Article 1, Item 3 of the Charter is borne out by Articles 55 and 56 on the duty 
of States to promote “universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and 
fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, Sex, language, or 
religion”, “with a view to the creation of conditions of stability and well-being 
which are necessary for peaceful and friendly relations among nations based on 
respect for the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples’. 

Drawing on its national experience of a government policy centred on human 
needs, the GDR has been contributing actively and constructively ever since its 
foundation to the implementation of the United Nations mandate for human 
rights. The foundation stone for this has been a stable, dynamic internal de- 
velopment and a constructive peace policy. The material and moral security of 
its citizens and guaranteed protection for all basic rights have always enabled 
the GDR to play a competent part in international co-operation to promote and 
respect human rights. 

Even before its UN membership, the GDR participated in important UN 
activities in the field of human rights by means of declarations and statements. 
Let us recall, for example, the many documents published by the GDR proclaim- 
ing solidarity with the peoples fighting for liberation from colonial oppression, 
such as the statement to the 20th Session of the UN General Assembly debate 
on the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples.” Let us also recall the GDR’s proposal, 
for International Human Rights Year 1968, on expanding and codifying in- 
ternational principles concerning the prosecution and non-limitation of war 
crimes.” 

One of the first steps the GDR took after acceding to the United Nations was 
to ratify the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which is still 
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the most comprehensive UN catalogue of human rights, and the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. The ratification certificates 
were submitted to the UN Secretariat on 8 November 1973.2) Today the GDR 
is party to 15 human rights conventions under international law, all of which are 
deposited with the UN Secretary-General.*) Over and above this, it has signed 
numerous treaties on human rights questions of specific concern to the ILO, 
UNESCO, etc. 

The GDR’s attitude towards the UN’s work for human rights is also reflected 
in its active commitment within the various human rights bodies, such as the 3rd 
Committee of the General Assembly, which is responsible for social, humanitar- 
ian and cultural matters, and ECOSOC and its functional committees. This is 
borne out by the GDR’s unambiguous stand, in accordance with the principles 
of GDR foreign policy, on the burning human rights issues of our day, such as 
the preservation of peace and with it the safeguarding of the right to life, the 
Struggle against violations of the peoples’ right to self-determination, against 
racism, apartheid and other mass violations of human rights from which millions 
are suffering in southern Africa, in the Arab territories occupied by Israel, in 
Chile, El Salvador and other parts of the capitalist world.’ The GDR is one of 
those States which have played a substantial role in codifying such important 
instruments as the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women, and been active in helping to produce many resolutions on a wide 
range of problems related to human rights, including the rights of young people, 
the use of scientific and technological progress in the interests of peace and 
human welfare,etc. 

One of the GDR’s recent initiatives was the Resolution on the Status of the 
International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of 
Apartheid, submitted to the 3rd Committee at several sessions of the UN General 
Assembly, which is designed to achieve universal acceptance for the convention 
and has won the support of over 100 States... ' 

Another significant initiative by the GDR undertaken in the UN General 
Assembly during the last few years is a proposal inspired by the GDR’s own 
Foundation Oath never to permit another war to emanate from German soil. This 
is its Resolution on Measures to be taken against Nazi, Fascist and Neo-Fascist 
Activities and all other forms of totalitarian ideologies and practices based on 
racial intolerance, hatred and terror, a topic which has been on the UN agenda 
since 1967, with an interruption during the seventies. By reviving the theme in 
1980, the GDR aims to induce a fightback against the mounting activity of fascist 
groups of various shades in imperialist countries and their expanding international 
links. 

The Declaration on the Participation of Women in Promoting International 
Peace and Co-operation, adopted at the 37th Session of the UN General Assembly, 
was something of a milestone for the GDR after years of active involvement in 


69 


elaborating the universally democratic UN human rights concept. This document, 
passed after the GDR had spent some years in intensive multilateral consultations 
and negotiations, demonstrates the incontrovertible truth that without peace there 
can be no life, no development or social progress, and no equal rights for women. 
As the USSR impressed upon the 3rd Committee of the 37th Session, the docu- 
ment deserves a place of honour alongside other human rights documents.® 


The class character of human rights 


The GDR’s commitment to UN human rights activity is based on the Marxist- 
Leninist understanding that the breadth, substance and realization of human 
rights are determined by the socio-economic order of each individual State. There 
was frequent confirmation of this clear position in many contributions to the 
International Theoretical Conference held in Berlin from 11 to 16 April 1983 to 
mark the centenary of Karl Marx’s death. 

Human rights never exist independently of class. Capitalist society is not 
founded on ideas, ideals or legal principles, but on the class contradiction which 
derives from private ownership of the means of production; it cannot be defined 
in terms of the relationships between one individual and another, but between 
the worker and the capitalist. In order to conceal this contradiction, the bourgeoi- 
sie bases its human rights theory on the formal principle of equality expressed 
in the view that individuals interact as the owners of exchange value. The de- 
clared aim of the bourgeoisie has always been to organize the status of the 
individual within society in such a way as to meet the demands of the capitalist 
mode of production. 

Propagation of the slogans property, liberty and equality as the basis of the 
bourgeois understanding of human rights coincides with these demands. Private 
ownership of the means of production actually implies social inequality, while 
at the same time establishing legal norms for formal equality, an equality among 
owners of value on the market (in the sale and purchase of the commodity labour 
power) which is essential to the capitalist mode of production.” 

When the bourgeoisie won political power, the concept of “human rights” 
became a tool of bourgeois ideology to conceal this class antagonism and thereby 
to manipulate the popular masses. Human rights began to be defined as “‘inde- 
pendent of class and social systems”, as “a moral category, derived from the 
dignity of man” and inspired by “the conscience of the individual or religious 
creeds”. Human rights are presented as eternal rights which transcend society 
and State. 

Because of the relations which prevail in the capitalist social order, and, indeed, 
in any other exploitative systems, the prime function of the State is as an in- 
strument in the power of the bourgeoisie to protect the capitalist mode of produc- 
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"ion, Which, in the final analysis, means the exploitation of man by man. The rights 
and liberties to which the people—and thus the individual—may lay claim are 
subordinate to the profit-hunting of the ruling class and the need to maintain the 
-apitalist system. 

In socialist society, human rights are founded on the abolition of private 
»wnership of the means of production and the elimination of exploitation of man 
oy man. The socialist relations of power and production are the basis and the 
suarantee which enable individuals to make comprehensive use of their rights 
and to realize their personal freedom and dignity. The establishment of the 
political power of the working class was a turning point for the legal status of 
the individual as well. The working class creates socialist personal rights of its 
own for the individual. There is one thing to which the classics of Marxism- 
Leninism always attached central importance: the free development and self- 
realization of the individual. This offers a theoretical elaboration of the pro- 
grammatic demands posed by the revolutionary labour movement, which focus 
»n human liberation from exploitation and oppression. The road to this objective 
was to be the revolutionary dissolution of the Capitalist order and the creation 
of a communist society, the only kind of society, as we read in The:German 
ideology, where the original and free development of the individual is not a mere 
phrase. In the Declaration of Rights of the Working and Exploited People, formu- 
‘ated back in January 1918, Lenin clearly showed that the rights of every citizen 
can only be implemented and guaranteed if the working people exercise political 
power and create the material conditions for the liberty of the people and each 
individual. . 

The socialist workers’ and farmers’ State represents the interests of all working 
people and is concerned with the welfare of all. It secures its citizens a life in 
peace, provides for planned improvements in the standard of living, guarantees 
the free development of individuals and the active enjoyment of their con- 
stitutional rights. Socialist democracy requires every citizen to show a sense of 
responsibility for shaping and developing socialist society. It is nourished by the 
ability and willingness of all members of society to play a part in determining 
public affairs. 

The harmony between the social character of the means of production and the 
mode of production, accumulation and exchange which exists in socialist society 
radically alters the relationship between State and citizen by comparison with 
capitalism. The new relations are based on the active organizational role which 
citizens play in the field of material production and social development and also 
in affairs of State. 

It is thus alien to the socialist concept of human rights to construct an Opposi- 
tion between public and private life. Where social relations are such that political 
power is borne by the citizens and determined by their interests, the opposition 
between State and citizen has been permanently abolished,.®) 
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The Marxist-Leninist concept of human rights outlined here has always guided 
the GDR in its actions, including its contribution to the UN. The statement which 
the GDR submitted to the Plenary at the 33rd Session of the UN General Assem- 
bly on 11 December 1978 on the 30th anniversary of the adoption of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights observes that: “All the demands made by the 
class-conscious workers could and can be summed up in a leit-motiv of proletarian 
humanism, which is to replace capitalism by a social order in which the free 
development of the individuality of each citizen is a necessary condition of the 
free development of the entire people. We and the other true socialist countries 
have followed that leit-motiv.” 


Implementation of human rights in the GDR 


That statement went on to say: “In the German Democratic Republic, as well 
as in other socialist States, man and human rights have always received special 
attention. Efforts have always been aimed at bringing about conditions which 
enable man to improve his human relations and to further develop his intellectual 
and physical potential. Efforts have always been directed at creating new pos- 
sibilities of guaranteeing man a higher standard of living and fuller satisfaction 
of his cultural needs.” 

One essential condition for carrying out this kind of policy was created by strict 
adherence to the Potsdam Agreement and other documents drawn up by the 
coalition of powers against Hitler. In the GDR, the people seized the historic 
opportunity offered by the defeat of German imperialism after 1945. The roots 
of imperialist policies of violence were torn out once and for all. Nazi and war 
criminals on GDR territory were brought to trial and duly punished. Their 
property passed into national ownership. The Junker class, which had been a 
pillar of support for the military Prussian State, was deprived of its power when 
its estates were divided up for the land reform. The life of society was rigorously 
democratized. The GDR’s education system is free from the evils of racial hatred — 
and chauvinism. It is oriented towards the highest human ideals, scientifically 
founded in Marxism-Leninism: peace, understanding amongst the peoples and 
internationalism. 

In the GDR, German imperialism was forced to relinquish its power, and thus 
a basis was laid for establishing a socialist society. The socio-economic trans- 
formations resulted from the conscious political involvement of all working 
people. They came about because the people of the GDR exercised their right 
to national and social self-determination. 

In exercising this right to self-determination the socialist State pursues a 
consistent policy for the welfare of the people. One important aim of this policy 
is to improve the population’s material and cultural standards of living step by 
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On 18 September 1973 the German Democratic Republic was admitted by the 28th Session of the 
UN General Assembly as the 133rd member of the United Nations Organization. 


The GDR government delegation, headed by Foreign Minister Otto Winzer, are shown to their seats 
by the UN Head of Protocol. 


The members of the GDR delegation to the 28th Session of the UN General Assembly, led by Foreign 
Minister Otto Winzer (front left). Next to Foreign Minister Winzer (left to right): Deputy Foreign 
Minister Ewald Moldt and Deputy Foreign Minister Peter Florin, head of the GDR’s Permanent 


Mission to the UN. Behind them (left to right): Ambassadors Dr Harald Rose and Dr Siegfried 
Zachmann. 
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In his response to the German Democratic Republic’s admission to UN membership, Otto Winzer, 
the GDR’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, told the 28th Session of the General Assembly on 19 Septem- 
ber 1973: 

“The German Democratic Republic is most deeply aware of the responsibility and sacred obligation 
arising for it from its admission to the United Nations. The Charter of the United Nations names as 
its first and foremost goal the maintenance of international peace and security. The social and political 
transformation that took place in the German Democratic Republic—the construction of a socialist 
society—is a lasting guarantee that the German Democratic Republic will remain faithful to this 
supreme purpose of the United Nations and that it will in the future, as in the past, pursue an active 


policy of peace and international understanding, of peaceful coexistence and equal cooperation of 
States and peoples.” 
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Cordial meeting between Foreign Minister Otto Winzer (left), the Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei 
Gromyko (2nd from left) and the Permanent Representative of the USSR to the UN, Yakov Malik 
(right), a few days after the GDR was admitted to the United Nations. 


Peter Florin, Deputy Minister and Permanent GDR Representative to the United Nations, presents 
his credentials to UN Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim. 
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The GDR was elected by the General Assembl 


Minister of Foreign Affairs, attending to the 


resultant duties. 


Oskar Fischer, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the GDR, 
addresses the plenary ses- 
sion of the UN General 
Assembly. During - general 
debate at the 36th Session he 
declared: “Today there is 
nothing more important than 
the prevention of a global 
conflagration, which could 
be a nuclear one. That means 
stopping the arms race, re- 
ducing tensions and, through 
patient dialogue seeking so- 
lution to the complex prob- 
lems facing humanity. 

The German Democratic 
Republic remains committed 
to peace, peaceful  co- 
existence and international 
détente.” 
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y as Vice-President of its 31st Session. Oskar Fischer, 
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The President of the 37th Session of the UN General Assembly, Imre Hollai (right), met with GDR 
Foreign Minister Oskar Fischer at UN headquarters on 4 October 1982. 


In both 1975 and 1979, UN Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim paid an official visit to the German 
Democratic Republic. During a friendly meeting between the General Secretary of the SED Central 
Committee and Chairman of the GDR Council of State and Dr Kurt Waldheim, Erich Honecker 
referred to the growing contribution made by the UN to safeguarding peace, ending the arms race, 
settling international disputes by peaceful means, supporting the struggle against colonial and racial 
oppression and developing worldwide economic cooperation on the basis of the UN Charter. The 


GDR, he said, would continue to work constructively for the implementation of these noble aims 
as defined by the UN Charter. 


During his 1979 visit, UN Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim held an official meeting with Oskar 
Fischer, the GDR’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, which was concerned with questions of disarmament, 
the détente process in Europe, an all-round solution to the problem of achieving lasting peace in the 


Middle East, the GDR’s involvement in the UN and numerous other questions in connexion with 
international relations. 


> 
The UN Secretary-General receives an honorary doctorate from Prof. Helmut Klein, Rector of 
Berlin’s Humboldt University. 


On 6 April 1979 Dr Kurt Waldheim addressed the League of the United Nations 
Apollo-Saal of the German State Opera House. 
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UN Secretary-General Javier Pérez de Cuéllar paid an official visit to the GDR from 29 June to 
2 July 1983. 


UN Secretary-General Javier Pérez de Cuéllar in conversation with Erich Honecker, General Secretary 
of the SED Central Committee and Chairman of the GDR Council of State. Both parties agreed 
that the most pressing task at present is to prevent a nuclear catastrophe and safeguard peace. 


During an exchange of views with Willi Stoph, Chairman of the GDR Council of Ministers, the 
distinguished guest learned of the GDR’s successes in building an advanced socialist society and of 
the challenging goals it would be trying to achieve in the 80s. 


Oskar Fischer, the GDR’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, and UN Secretary-General Pérez de Cuéllar 
held official talks at which they stressed the necessity of common effort and the growing role which 
all States and forces must play in preserving peace. The UN Secretary-General paid tribute to the 
GDR’s active and constructive participation during its 10 years of UN membership. 


The visitor signs his name in the Golden Book of the GDR’s capital city, Berlin. He expressed his 
hopes that war would become impossible once and for all and that peace would triumph in the world. 
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In 1974 the UN Special Committee against Apartheid met in Berlin, capital of the GDR, to discuss 
the coordinated international campaign to eliminate apartheid in South Africa. An impressive rally 
against racial discrimination and apartheid, held in Berlin’s International Cinema, was attended by 
Hermann Axen, member of the Politbureau and Secretary of the SED Central Committee and 
Chairman of the Foreign Policy Committee of the GDR’s People’s Chamber (2nd from left), Ambassa- 
dor Edwin Ogebe Ogbu of Nigeria, Chairman of the UN Special Committee (2nd from right), Oskar 
Fischer, GDR Minister of Foreign Affairs (right), and V. N. Martynenko, Permanent Representative 
of the Ukrainian SSR at the UN and Deputy Chairman of the UN Special Committee (left). 


> 
On behalf of the National Executive of the Confederation of Free German Trade Unions, Heinz 
Franke presented E. Signoret, Deputy Chairman of the UN Special Committee against Apartheid, 
with a folder containing messages of solidarity from working people in GDR enterprises and in- 
stitutions. 
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On 24 May 1983, Horst Sindermann (right), President of the Peolple’s Chamber of the GDR and member 
of the Politbureau of the SED Central Committee, received Yusuff Maitama-Sule (2nd from right), 
Chairman of the UN Special Committee against Apartheid, for talks wich were also attended by 


Enuga S. Reddy (left), Director of the UN Centre against Apartheid and Deputy Secretary-General 
of the UN. 


Willi Stoph, Chairman of the GDR Council of Ministers, met Gamani Corea (right), Secretary-General 
of UNCTAD, during a visit to the GDR in 1980. 


Oskar Fischer, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the GDR, at the celebration organized by the League 
of the United Nations in the GDR to mark the 30th anniversary of the UN’s foundation. 


The German Democratic Republic was elected as a non- 


permanent member of the United Nations 
Security Council for the period 1980/81. 


Peter Florin, the GDR’s Permanent UN Representative, presiding the meeting on 20 March 1981, 
which was concerned with Israel’s aggression against Lebanon. 


On 28 September 1982 Oskar Fischer received UN Secretary-General Javier Pérez de Cuéllar in the 
GDR’s Permanent Mission to the United Nations. During their discussion the Secretary-General 
paid tribute to the constructive and active contribution which the GDR was making to the work of 
the United Nations. He had observed with satisfaction that the GDR was one of those member States 
which were putting every effort into fulfilling the Charter. 


> 
Ambassador Harry Ott, the GDR’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations, presents UN 
Secretary-General Javier Pérez de Cuéllar with books that have been published in the GDR on the 
development and the tasks of the United Nations Organization. 
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The GDR has been a member of the 
UN’s Economic Commission for 
Europe since 4 January 1973. 


The 31st Session of the ECE from 
30 March to 9 April 1976 was 
chaired by the GDR representative 
Prof. Gerhard Hahn. 


The GDR is a party to over 75 con- 
ventions which have come _ into 
being under the aegis of the UN. 
On 2 May 1974, on behalf of the 
GDR_ government, Peter Florin 
Deputy Foreign Minister and the 
GDR’s Permanent Representative to 
the United Nations, signed the In- 
ternational Convention on the Sup- 
pression and Punishment of the 
Crime of Apartheid. The GDR was 
the tenth country to sign this con- 
vention. 


Dr Hans Reichelt, Deputy Chairman 
of the GDR Council of Ministers 
and Minister of Environmental and 
Water Resources, signs the United 
Nations Act on Environmental Pro- 
tection in Geneva’s Palais des Na- 
tions. V 


4 
t 
i 
4 
! 


RS erm re pe FE 


a 


a se 


sens 


pt 


The World Congress for International Women’s Year opened in Berlin, capital of the GDR, on 20 
October 1975. 

1,654 delegates and about a hundred observers from 75 international and regional organizations in 
135 countries took part in this important political forum. 

The photograph shows the presidium during the welcoming address delivered by Erich Honecker, 
General Secretary of the SED Central Committee and Chairman of the GDR Council of State. 
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On 19 November 1975 Peter Florin, the GDR’s Deputy Foreign Minister and Permanent Representa- 
tive to the United Nations, and Prof. Anneliese Salzer, a member of the GDR’s delegation to the 
30th Session of the UN General Assembly, presented UN Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim with 
a letter from Freda Brown, President of the World Congress of Women, and copies of the resolutions 
adopted at the Congress. They were joined for their discussions by Helvi Sipila, Secretary-General 
of International Women’s Year. 


Amadou Mahtar M’Bow (right), Director-General of UNESCO, paid an official visit to the GDR from 
12 to 15 September 1976, accompanied by his wife. The invitation had been extended by Oskar 
Fischer, the GDR’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, seen here (centre) welcoming his important guest 
on arrival. 
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16 October 1974: An exhibition of “The GDR’s Most Beautiful Books” is opened at UNESCO 


neadquarters in Paris by René Maheu (Director-General of UNESCO) and Ewald Moldt, Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Chairman of the UNESCO Commission in the GDR. 


.n exhibition by Prof. Werner Klemke, a graphic artist from the GDR, took place in the UNESCO 


-entre in Paris from 6 to 20 October 1979. It was opened by UNESCO’s Deputy Director-General 
Tangian. 
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Dr Halfdan Mahler, Director-General of the World Health Organization, on a visit to the GDR in 
1979. Students, scientists and nurses attended a talk which he gave in Berlin’s Charité Hospital. 


The 31st Meeting of the WHO Regional Office for Europe opens in the Plenary Hall of the People’s 
Chamber of the GDR. Over 250 delegates, WHO officials, guests and representatives of other inter- 
national organizations participated. 


In 1977 Dr Siegfried Zach- 
mann is elected President of 
the first Pledging Conference 
for UNIDO’s new Industrial 
Development Fund, at which 
67 States announce volun- 
tary donations to the fund. 


In September 1978 paintings, drawings, posters and prints against South African racism by GDR 
artists went on show at UN headquarters. Peter Florin, the GDR’s Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations (far left), opened this exhibition on the “Struggle against Racism and Apartheid in 


South Africa” in the presence of Kurt Seibt, President of the GDR Solidarity Committee (far right), 
and UN diplomats from many different countries. 
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Berlin, capital of the GDR, plays host in 1981 for a seminar organized by the UN Special Committee 
against Apartheid on Publicity and Role of Mass Media in the International Mobilization against 
Apartheid. 

Delegates to the seminar laid a wreath to the victims of fascism and militarism at the Monument in 
the Berlin avenue Unter den Linden (2nd from right: Ambassador James Victor Gbeho of Ghana, 
who headed the delegation from the UN Special Committee against Apartheid). > 


Drip 


The seminar participants unanimously adopted a declaration condemning the extensive invasion of 
the People’s Republic of Angola by South African troops. 


> 
Kurt Kriger, General Secretary of the GDR Solidarity Committee (left), in conversation with the 


SWAPO delegate. 
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International Year of the Child 

Dr Estafania Aldaba-Lim (left), Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for the Inter- 
national Year of the Child, receives a warm welcome to the GDR from Bernhard Neugebauer, Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs (right). 
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UNICEF, the United Nations body concerned with aid to children, has commissioned the Lud- 
vigsfelde car factory in the GDR to make lorries of the W-50 model to be sent to Kampuchea. Here 
the vehicles are being marked with the UNICEF emblem. 


he young audience at a colourful matinée in Berlin’s Haus der Jungen Talente to mark the close 
f International Year of the Child. The special children’s programme included poems, songs and 
jances from all over the world. 


Every year the German Democratic Republic is the venue for training courses, symposia and seminars 
organized by UN bodies. 

Participants in UNIDO’s 3rd advanced training course held in 1979 on the Tasks of the Printing 
Industry in the Developing Countries, came to the printing centre in Karl Marx Stadt from eight 
African and Asian countries for the first practical session on their curriculum. 


step, and a comprehensive programme of social policies was adopted to this end 
at the 10th SED Congress. The Congress gave detailed consideration to the 
overriding goals of “improving working and living conditions, constantly ex- 
panding opportunities for all-round individual development, highly productive 
labour, the development of the education system, science and the arts, health 
protection and improved recreation—everything, in fact, which constitutes our 
socialist way of life’’.” 

The Constitution of the GDR of 6 April 1968, in its modified version of 7 
October 1974, comprehensively defines the political, economic, social and cul- 
tural rights of GDR citizens. One expression for the implementation of human 
rights is the formulation in Article 2 [1] of the Constitution: “All political power 
in the German Democratic Republic is exercised by the working people in town 
and countryside.” Power is exercised through democratically elected popular 
representative bodies (Article 5 [1] Constitution). This is combined with 
the constitutional obligation that power must serve the welfare of the people, 
that the free development of citizens be guaranteed and human dignity 
preserved, and that citizens be able to make use of the rights laid down in 
the Constitution (Article 4 Constitution). This is the basis on which all citizens 
of the GDR, “independent of nationality, race, philosophy or religious con- 
fession, social origin or position’ (Article 20 [1] Constitution), have the oppor- 
tunity “to develop their abilities to the full extent and to unfold their talents 
in socialist society unhindered, in free decision, for the welfare of society 
and for their own benefit” (Article 19 [3] Constitution). The conditions are 
appropriate for this because the GDR’s economy, which serves to satisfy the 
material and cultural needs of the citizens according to constantly rising stand- 
ards, is founded on socialist ownership of the means of production (Article 
9 [1] and [2] Constitution). “The exploitation of man by man has been abo- 
lished for ever. What the hand of man has wrought belongs to the people” 
(Article 2 [3] Constitution). These principles are substantiated in Article 19 [3], 
at the beginning of the section of the Constitution dealing with the basic rights 
and duties of citizens, which underlines the fact that freedom from exploitation, 
oppression and economic dependence is'an essential factor in providing real 
and equal rights for all citizens. 

Among the basic rights of citizens cited in the Constitution of the GDR are, 
by way of example: 

—the right to work, linked to the right to equal pay for equal work regardless 
of the citizen’s age or sex (Article 24 Constitution); 

—equal rights for men and women in all spheres of social, State and private 
activity (Article 20 Constitution); 

—the right to education for all, with a single, integrated socialist education system 
guaranteeing every citizen a smooth flow of education from school through 
to in-service training (Article 25 Constitution); 


5 3417-2 73 


—the right to protection of the citizen’s health and working fitness (Article 35 

Constitution); 

—the right to leisure and recreation (Article 34 Constitution); 
— the right of all citizens to housing such as permitted by economic potential and 
local conditions (Article 37 Constitution); 
—the right to special protection for marriage, the family and motherhood (Ar- 
ticle 38 Constitution). 
The Constitution of the GDR includes a number of guarantees to ensure that these 
human rights are actually realized. It stipulates that every basic right is subject 
to all-round protection by the power of the people. Another guarantee is the 
GDR’s policy with regard to preserving peace and achieving the purposes and 
principles of the UN Charter. The peace principle is explicitly protected by the 
Constitution, on the one hand by the strict ban on militaristic and revanchist 
propaganda and, on the other, by the definition of manifestations of hatred against 
creeds, races and nations as crimes (Article 6 [7] Constitution). The generally 
accepted rules of international law which serve peace and peaceful co-operation 
between the peoples are declared to be binding upon the State and every citizen 
of the GDR (Article 8 [1] Constitution). 

There have been numerous reports to the UN about the high-standard of human 
rights practices in the GDR. These documents, which include the report on 
fulfilment of the International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of 7 
Racial Discrimination, the report on fulfilment of the International Covenant ; 
on Civil and Political Rights!” and the report on fulfilment of the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights”, have always met generally 
with deep appreciation. It has repeatedly been acknowledged that the GDR is 
exemplary in implementing human rights and that the practice of human rights — 
is well above the minimum standards laid down by international law. Even repre- — 
sentatives of capitalist states have been obliged to admit this. The French repre- 


‘sentative, for example, commented in an ECOSOC working group in New York ~ 


on 21 April 1983, during discussion of the GDR’s report on fulfilment of the — 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights: “There should 
be no doubt that the GDR surpasses the Convention on a number of points (of 
implementation).”’ 


The GDR and UN activity on human rights 


Taking as its starting point the UN mandate to promote international co-operation 
in the field of human rights, the GDR considers one of its most important tasks — 
to be combining its contribution to this co-operation with the fight to safeguard 
peace. According to the theory and practice of Marxism-Leninism, lasting peace 
and the implementation of human rights are two sides to the same coin. Abolish- 
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ing the system of exploitation of man by man implies the downfall of the system 
of destruction of man by man. 

As a result of the antifascist liberation struggle by the States of the anti-Hitler 
coalition, the right to peace is incarnated in universally democratic international 
law as the supreme principle underlying relations between States. Safeguarding 
peace and guaranteeing the peoples’ right to self-determination are of all-pervasive 
importance in the UN Charter, and they constitute the UN’s main task. The right 
to peace is, furthermore, an elementary human right under international law, since 
co-operation between the States to promote human rights, as envisaged by the 
UN Charter, the CSCE Final Act and similar international documents, is designed 
to serve the preservation and consolidation of peace, and the safeguarding of 
human life is the basic condition for guaranteeing any human rights. 

It is quite obvious that the dangers posed by imperialism’s Strategy of arms 

build-up and confrontation, which threaten the survival of the peoples, have 
stimulated efforts to safeguard the right to peace and to make this a central theme 
of human rights discussions within the United Nations framework. The USSR, 
the GDR and the other States of the socialist community have played a mobilizing 
role. Their objective is that all states should be more active and rigorous in 
complying with their duty to guarantee universal peace, international security and 
détente. Year after year, the UN General Assembly adopts a whole series of 
resolutions expressing the peoples’ yearning for peace and declaring war on mass 
violations of human rights. Of all these resolutions, there is particular political 
significance in the Right to Life project sponsored by the USSR during the 38th 
Session of the Human Rights Commission, which was endorsed by the 37th 
Session of the UN General Assembly and the 39th Session of the Human Rights 
Commission. In the light of the arms race which has been triggered off by 
imperialism the resolution demands, inter alia, that all States use the benefits of 
scientific and technological progress exclusively in the interest of universal peace 
and human welfare and to promote respect for human rights and basic liberties. 
During general debate on 7 March 1983, the GDR, which was co-author of this 
resolution during the 39th Session of the Human Rights Commission, stressed 
that: 
“The economic strains and burdens that escalating arms expenditures entail for 
the peoples are increasingly hampering economic and social development and will 
lead, in the end, to harsher cutbacks in social services thus having the people 
concerned witness the further curtailment and even denial of their fundamental 
social, civil and political rights and freedoms. For this reason, the Commission 
on Human Rights should contribute effectively to safeguard peace, for it is only 
under conditions of peace and in a decent social environment that the enjoyment 
of the fundamental human rights and in particular the right to life, can be fully 
ensured.” 

Another visible expression of the GDR’s commitment to peace is the Declara- 
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tion on the Participation of Women in Promoting International Peace and 

Co-operation, which was also adopted by the 37th Session of the UN General 

Assembly. The adoption of this document was an important political success for 

the socialist States and a step forward for the worldwide progressive movement 

for the liberation of women and the proscription of imperialist war policy. 

The Declaration reflects the objective relationship between solving the funda- 
mental political problems of our day and the world’s social problems. This is 
particularly valid for the relationship between, on the one hand, the safeguarding 
of peace, disarmament (especially in the nuclear field), the elimination of colonial- 
ism, racism and apartheid, foreign intervention and occupation and, on the other 
hand, the implementation of fundamental economic, social, cultural, civil and 
political rights for men and women alike. The document points out that millions 
of women are still the victims of colonialist and racist oppression, aggression and 
occupation, and demands the ultimate eradication of these causes of dis- 
crimination against women. It demonstrates the need for women’s participation 
in this struggle and in the promotion of world peace. States are called upon to 
introduce every appropriate measure to enable the Declaration’s aims to be 
achieved, in particular: 

—to guarantee the equal involvement of women in solving society’s economic, 
social, cultural, civil and political problems and in national and international 
activities to safeguard world peace, economic and social progress and the 
promotion of international co-operation; 

—to extend international solidarity towards the victims of apartheid and all forms 
of racism, racial discrimination and colonialism, of aggression, foreign occupa- 
tion, foreign rule and other mass and flagrant violations of human rights; 

—to promote a broad international exchange of experience and comprehensive 
media publicity on the role of women in the struggle for peace, and 

—to create practical opportunities and legal guarantees to secure the participation 
of women in these activities. 

Undoubtedly this initiative by the GDR has made a substantial contribution 
towards defining a profile for the 3rd Committee and achieving the aims of the 
UN Women’s Decade. Another field to which the GDR attaches priority within 
the UN’s work for human rights is the struggle against systematic and mass 
violations of human rights. The GDR has adopted the approach in the General 
Assembly’s programmatic resolution no. 32/130;’which it played an active part 
in helping to produce. This includes amongst mass violations of human rights, 
inter alia, denial of the peoples’ right to self-determination, aggression, colonial- 
ism, apartheid, racism and racial discrimination. Thus, unlike the universal 
guarantees of human rights which fall within the internal competence of States, 
this embraces situations which are detrimental to friendly relations between 
peoples or which threaten peace, at which point the UN is entitled and, indeed, 
obliged to take action. 
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This stance has set its stamp on the activities undertaken by the GDR within 
the UN against, for example, the mass violations of human rights in southern 
Africa, activities inspired by the GDR’s solidarity with all forces campaigning 
for freedom, democracy, national independence and social progress. The resolu- 
tion on the Status of the International Convention on the Suppression and 
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid, which the GDR has been submitting 
regularly to the 3rd Committee of the UN General Assembly, is founded on the 
conviction that the practices of the racist South African regime blatantly contra- 
dict the principles of international law. They are a negation of the purposes and 
principles of the UN Charter. The policy of apartheid poses a serious threat to 
world peace. It reflects an open and brutal contempt for human rights; apartheid 
is a crime against humanity. 

As a member of the UN Special Committee against Apartheid, the GDR has 
exposed the economic, military and nuclear collaboration between imperialist 
States and the South African regime, thereby illustrating how this inhuman system 
manages to pursue its racist policies in spite of all the UN resolutions. At every 
UN conference the GDR has advocated comprehensive sanctions against South 
Africa. 

At the Seminar on Publicity and Role of Mass Media in the International 
Mobilization against Apartheid, held in Berlin in September 1981, the GDR’s 
contribution was aimed, again, at reinforcing the efforts by all States, non-govern- 
mental international organizations, national public institutions and mass media 
to enlighten the international public about Pretoria’s crimes and to remove the 
apartheid regime. 

Since the 35th Session of the General Assembly, the GDR has been assisting 
the UN’s fight against mass violations of human rights in a quite specific manner 
by means of the resolution against fascism and Nazism and their present-day 
manifestations, which was mentioned at the beginning of this article. Against a 
backdrop of disturbing developments in the capitalist world and in keeping with 
the deeply-rooted antifascist traditions of the socialist German peace State, Oskar 
Fischer, the GDR’s Foreign Minister, told the 37th Session of the UN General 
Assembly: “A world in which peoples can live together in peace needs the 
fostering and propagation of the great humanist ideas of international understand- 
ing. But warmongering and hatred against other peoples or races have already 
reappeared and are once more poisoning the international atmosphere. In fact, 
as a result of the politics of threats and resort to force, they find ever new 
breeding ground. If, as the United Nations Charter requires, such world-peace 
imperilling fascist and neo-fascist activities are to be brought to an end, and so 
they must in the interest of peace, effective action by both the World Organiza- 
tion and its Member States individually is imperative.” 

Resolution 37/179, which was sponsored by the GDR, recalls that it was the 
common struggle of the peoples against fascism which led to the foundation of 
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the United Nations. From this derives the organization’s central task, which is 
to spare future generations from experiencing the same horrors and to devote 
all its energy to safeguarding peace. The resolution also warns that fascism and 
Nazism have raised their ugly heads once more and are threatening the peaceful 
co-existence of peoples and the implementation of human rights, and that fascist 


groups are even forging international links. At the same time, it points out that 


a number of States, as practice in the socialist countries testifies, have taken 
effective measures against every manifestation of the fascist evil. The resolution 
thus demonstrates the positive alternative to neo-fascism and neo-Nazism. 

The operational part of the resolution confirms the position that “Nazi, fascist 
and neo-fascist” ideologies and practices are outlawed. It thus arrives at the 
conclusion that all States must introduce effective countermeasures by, for 
example, proscribing groups of this kind. They must, similarly, create a legal 
framework making fascist and Nazi propaganda of any description illegal. It is 
expected, as a logical consequence of the ban on fascism, that those States which 
have not yet done so accede to the relevant international conventions designed, 
more or less directly, to combat fascist ideologies and practices. These con- 
ventions—and this is particularly significant—include some which have hitherto 
been ignored by the imperialist States: the Convention on the Non-Limitation 
of War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity and the Anti-Apartheid Con- 
vention. : 

This resolution confirmed something expressed in the programme of guidelines 
and action adopted by the 9th Congress of the International Federation of 
Resistance Fighters in Berlin in September 1982: ““The condemnation of racism, 
fascism and Nazism by the UN and other international authorities, which has 
been repeatedly endorsed, the overthrow in Europe of the fascist dictatorships 
in Portugal, Greece and Spain ... are evidence that there is a growing awareness 
of the need to respect and expand democracy and personal rights.’’!» 

The right to development is closely connected with the right to peace and with 
measures to counter mass violations of human rights by imperialist States and 
reactionary regimes. Without peace and stability there can be no social progress 
and no development. At the same time, peace cannot endure without develop- 
ment, without the elimination of inequalities and discrimination at all levels. 

In the GDR view, a legal basis for the right to development is provided by the 
right of the peoples to self-determination, their right freely to determine their 
political status, pursue economic, social and cultural development and control 
their natural resources. To this extent, the right to development incorporates the 
right of the peoples to a life of dignity and an existence forged free from the 
shackles of capitalist exploitation. Resolution 32/130 makes it clear that the 
unjust capitalist economic order is a big obstacle to guaranteeing human rights. 
It stresses that implementing human rights as an organic unity of political, eco- 
nomic and social rights depends on the system of social relations at both national 
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and international level. The issue which must now be confronted is the elimination 
of all forms of exploitation of peoples and individuals, all forms of racism and 
racial discrimination. What must now be overcome is the colonial legacy and 
neo-colonialism. This is where the GDR sees current codification of the right to 
development to have its proper place. The GDR regards the right to development 
as a revolutionary demand against national and international oppression, against 
manipulation of the right to life held by individuals and peoples, as a demand 
in the struggle against eXploitation by international finance capital.!” 

The constructive commitment of the GDR and the other socialist countries in 
the UN is rivalled by the efforts of imperialist States to abuse human rights issues 
in their attack on détente. The Prague Declaration by the States Parties to the 
Warsaw Treaty of 4/5 January 1983 argues that reactionary imperialist circles 
have been “trying to mask their contempt for the basic rights of the working 
people and the vital interests of nations. Recently they have mounted a broad- 
based campaign against the socialist countries, the national liberation and other 
progressive movements, the aim of which is justification of the policy of con- 
frontation and the arms race, trampling the independence of different countries, 
interference in their internal affairs, complication of the conditions of their 
economic development and action against the process of détente.””!” 

The GDR is resolutely opposed to this policy and to the constant attempts to 
slander other States, interfere in their internal affairs and abuse UN human rights 
bodies for political manoeuvres. Like the UN Charter, it insists that co-operation 
between States in realizing human rights must be based on adherence to its 
principles, such as the principle of sovereign equality among States and the 
principle of non-interference in their internal affairs. Human rights must be 
implemented by means of the appropriate internal governmental measures. Given 
the existence of States with differing social systems, there is no possible alterna- 
tive. It was in this spirit that the States which participated in the CSCE stipulated 
in the Final Document that co-operation in humanitarian spheres must proceed 
with complete respect for the principles guiding relations between the participat- 
ing States, such as non-intervention in internal affairs, and the equality and right 
to self-determination of the peoples. 

The GDR will be continuing to make its constructive contribution towards 
peaceful international co-operation between States in the field of human rights 
as set down in the principles of the United Nations Charter. In so doing it will 
continue to focus on the burning questions of our age—safeguarding peace and 
preventing a nuclear catastrophe, the struggle for the peoples’ right to self- 
determination, for a new international economic order, against racism, apartheid, 
fascism and other systematic mass violations of human rights. This conforms to 
the UN mandate and the hopes of millions that they will obtain support from 
the United Nations in their fight for national and social independence and for 
social progress. 
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Application 

of the German Democratic Republic 

for admission to membership in the United Nations 
of 12 June 1973 | 


To the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
H. E. Dr Kurt Waldheim 

New York 

Headquarters of the United Nations 


Excellency, 


On behalf of the Council of Ministers of the German Democratic Republic, I 
apply for the admission of the German Democratic Republic as a member of the 
United Nations. 

In accordance with rule 58 of the provisional rules of procedure of the Security 
Council, I transmit to you also the Declaration required in connexion with the 
admission. 

Allow me, Your Excellency, to convey my deepest esteem. 


(Signed) Stoph 
Chairman of the Council of Ministers 
Berlin, 12 June 1973 of the German Democratic Republic 


Declaration of obligation 
by the Council of Ministers of the GDR 
of 12 June 1973 


Declaration 


On behalf of the Council of Ministers of the German Democratic Republic, I 
solemnly declare that the German Democratic Republic is willing to accept and 
conscientiously carry out the obligations contained in the Charter of the United 
Nations. 


(Signed) Stoph 
Chairman of the Council of Ministers 
Berlin, 12 June 1973 of the German Democratic Republic 
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Resolution 335 (1973) 

of the UN Security Council on the admission 
of the GDR to the United Nations 

adopted on 22 June 1973 


The Security Council, 


Having considered separately the application of the German Democratic Republic 
(S/10945) and the application of the Federal Republic of Germany (S/10949) for 
admission to membership in the United Nations, 


1. Recommends to the General Assembly that the German Democratic Republic 
be admitted to membership in the United Nations; 

2. Recommends to the General’ Assembly that the Federal Republic of Germany 
be admitted to membership in the United Nations. 


Resolution 3050 (XXVIII) 

of the UN General Assembly on admission 
of the GDR to the United Nations 

adopted on 18 September 1973 


The General Assembly, 


Having received the recommendation of the Security Council of 22 June 1973 
that the German Democratic Republic and the Federal Republic of Germany 
should be admitted to membership in the United Nations, 

Having considered separately the application for membership of the German 
Democratic Republic and the application for membership of the Federal Republic 
of Germany, 


1. Decides to admit the German Democratic Republic to membership in the 
United Nations; 

2. Decides to admit the Federal Republic of Germany to membership in the 
United Nations. 
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Membership and Functions 

of the German Democratic Republic 
in Organs of the United Nations, 
its Specialized Agencies 

and Other International Bodies 


I. The United Nations 18/09/1973 


A. The Principal Organs 


I. The General Assembly (permanent membership) 


® Vice-President of the 31st Session of the General Assembly 

® Chairman of the Special Political Committee of the 
32nd Session of the General Assembly 

@ Vice-Chairman of the First Committee of the 29th Session 
of the General Assembly 

@ Chairman of the Drafting Group for the Declaration of the First 
UN Special Session on Disarmament 

® Vice-Chairman and Member of the Bureau of the Second UN Special 
Session on Disarmament and Chairman of the Working Group III 

® Vice-Chairman of the Special Committee for the Preparation of the 
Sixth UN Special Session (NIWO) 

@ Vice-Chairman of the Second Committee of the 33rd Session 
of the General Assembly 

® Vice-Chairman of the Third Committee of the 37th Session 
of the General Assembly 

@ Vice-Chairman of the Fourth Committee of the 36th Session 
of the General Assembly 

® Rapporteur of the Special Political Committee of the 30th Session 
of the General Assembly 

® Rapporteur of the Sixth Committee of the 35th Session of the 
General Assembly 


1976 
1977 
1974 
1978 
1982 
1974 
1978 
1982 
1981 
1975 


1980 
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1/1/1980—31/12/1981 
February 1980/March 1981 


2. Security, Council 
@ President of the Security Council 
1/1/1974—31/12/1976 


1/1/1979—31/12/1981 
1/1/1983—31/12/1985 


3. Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 


@ Vice-President 1983 
@ Vice-Chairman of the Economic Committee 1979 
@ Vice-Chairman of the Economic Committee of the 56th and 
57th Session 1974 
@ Vice-Chairman of the Spee Economic Committee of the 
61st Session 1976 
@ Vice-President of the Third Committee 1981 
B. Bodies of the General Assembly 
1. Special Committee on the Distribution of Funds. Released 
as a Result of the Reduction of Military Budgets 1973 
2. Ad-hoc Committee on the Review of the Role of the United 
Nations in the Field of Disarmament 1976 
3. Special Committee on the Charter of the United Nations and 
the Strengthening of the Role of the Organization 
@ Vice-Chairman 1976—1981 
@ Chairman 1982 
4. Special Committee on Peace- Keeping Operations since 1978 
5. Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights 
of the Palestinian People since 1974 
6. Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space since 1974 
7. Committee on Information since 1979 
@ Vice-Chairman since 1979 
8. Special Committee against Apartheid since 1975 
9. Ad-hoc Committee on the Drafting of an International 
Convention against Apartheid in Sports since 1979 
10. Ad-hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean 
@ Vice-Chairman since 1980 
11. Advisory Committee for the International Year 
of the Disabled 1979—1981 
12. United Nations Commission on International 
Trade Law (UNCITRAL) 1977—1983 
13. United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) since 15/12/73 
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@ Governing Council : 19731975 


1979—1981 
@ Vice-President of the First Session of the 
Governing Council 1973 
@ Rapporteur of the Seventh Session of the Governing Council 1979 
@ Vice-President of the Ninth Session of the Governing Council 1981 
14. United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 
since 1/10/1973 
@ Industrial Development Board 1978—1980 
@ President of the Pledging Conference 1977 
@ Chairman of the Drafting Committee of the First Session 
of the UN Conference on the Establishment of the UNIDO 
as a Specialized Agency 1978 
@ Chairman of the Drafting Committee of the Second Session 
of the UN Conference on the Establishment of the UNIDO 
as a Specialized Agency 1979 
@ Vice-Chairman of the 13th Session of the Industrial 
Development Board 1979 
@ Vice-Chairman of the First Special Session of the Industrial 
Development Board : 1979 
15. World Food Council 1978—1980 
1983—1985 
@ Vice-President of the Fifth Session 1979 
@ Vice-President of the Sixth Session 1980 
16. United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 
since 22/2/1979 
@ Trade and Development Board since 1976 with universal membership 
@ Vice-Chairman of the Session Committee of the Eighth 
Session of the Committee on Shipping 1977 
@ Vice-Chairman of the Ad-Hoc-Intergovernmental Committee 
on the Integrated Programme for Commodities 1978 
@ Vice-President of the Fifth United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development 1979 
@ Vice-President of the 20th Session of the Trade and 
Development Board 1980 
@ Rapporteur of the 21st Session of the Trade and 
Development Board 1980 
@ Vice-Chairman of the Session Committee I—Trade. among States 
with different socio-economic systems of the 23rd Session 
of the Trade and Development Borad 1982 
17. United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 


Co-operation since 1/1/1974 — 
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@ Governing Council 1983—1985 


United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Co-operation since 1/11/1974 
@ Executive Board 1981—1984 
. Preparatory Committee for the UN Conference on Science and 
Technology for Development 1977—1979 
Committee of the Whole established under General Assembly 

Res. 32/174 1977—1980 
_ Preparatory Committee for the UN Conference on 

“Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries” (TCDC) 1977 
_Intergovernmental Committee on Science and Technology 

for Development since inception, 1980 
_Intergovernmental Committee on Development and Use of 


New and Renewable Sources of Energy _ since inception, 1983 


C. Bodies of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 

1. Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) since 4/1/73 
@ Vice-Chairman of the ECE 1975 
@ Chairman of the ECE 1976 
@ Rapporteur at the 33rd Session 1978 
@ Rapporteur at the 34th Session 1979 
@ Vice-Chairman of the Sessional Committee of the 37th Session 1982 — 
@ Chairman of the Sessional Committee of the 38th Session 1983 

2. Commission for Human Settlements Member since inception 

1978—1980 

1980—1982 

1983—1985 

@ Preparatory Committee of the UN Conference on 

Human Settlements “* 1974—1976 

@ Vice-President 1975—1976 

@ Vice-President of the UN Conference on Human Settlements 1976 

3. Committee on Natural Resources 1975—1978 

1979-1982 

1983—1985 

@ Vice-Chairman of the Fifth Session 1977 

®@ Vice-Chairman of the Sixth Session 1979 

@ Vice-Chairman of the Third Special Session 1979 

4. Commission on Transnational Corporations 1975—1977 
1978—1980 — 

1981—1983 

@ Chairman of the Fifth Session 1979 
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@ Vice-Chairman of the Fourth, Sixth and Seventh Session 1978/1980/1981 
@ Vice-Chairman of the Intergovernmental Working Group on a Code 


of Conduct 1982 
@® Rapporteur at the Eighth Session 1982 
@ Vice-Chairman of the Special Session 1983 
‘5. UN Commission on the Status of Women ’ since 1976 
@® Chairman 1980 
6. Committee on Review and Appraisal of the UN Development 

Decade 1976—1979 
@ Vice-Chairman of the Fourth Session’ - 1977 

-7. Ad-Hoc Committee on the Restructuring of the Economic and 
Social Sectors of the United Nations System 1975—1977 
8. Preparatory Committee of the UN Water Conference 1976—1977 
9. Commission on Narcotic Drugs ' 1978—1981 


10. Ad-Hoc Committee for Organization of Public Hearings on the 
Activities of Transnational Corporations in South Africa 
and Namibia 1983 


II. Specialized Agencies of the United Nations 
and the [AEA 


1. United Nations Educational, Scientific 


and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 24/11/1972 
® Member of the Executive Board 1974—1976 
; 1976—1978 

® Intergovernmental Council for the General Information Programme 
. 1976—1978 


® Intergovernmental Committee for Physical Education and Sport 1976—1985 
® Intergovernmental Council of the International 


Hydrological Programme 1978—1983 
® Intergovernmental Council of the International Programme 
for the Development of Communication 1980—1985 
® Headquarters Committee ; 1978—1980 
® Pension Committee 1976—1980 
6 Advisory Committee of the European Centre for Higher Education 
: 1977—1985 
® President 1981/1982 


® Board of the International Geological Correlation Programme 1975—1983 
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2. International Telecommunication Union (ITU) 3/4/1973 

@ Vice-President of the Plenipotentiary Conference of the ITU 1973—1982 

@ Member of the Administrative Council 
8/5/1973 — 


3. World Health Organization (WHO) 


@ Vice-Chairman of Committee B of the 28th World Health Assembly 1975 
®@ Chairman of Committee A of the 29th World Health Assembly 1976 © 


@ President of the 31st Meeting of the Regional Office for Europe 1981 
4. Universal Postal Union (UPU) 1/6/1973 
@ Member of the Consultative Council for Postal Studies (CCPS) 1979—1984 
5. World Meteorological Organization (WMO) 22/6/1973 © 
@ Chairman of Committee A of the Eighth Session of the 

Regional Association 1982 
@ Chairman of the Advisory Group of the Working Group for 
- Climate Problems since 1979 
@ Advisory Group of the President of the Commission for 

Instruments and Methods of Observation (CIMO) since 1981 

25/9/1973, 


6. Inter-governmental Maritime Organization (IMO) 


@ Chairman of the Technical Committee of the 11th IMO Session 


and of the 12th IMO Session 1979/1981 


7. International Labour Organization (ILO) 


@ Vice-President of the International Labour Conference 
@ Deputy. Worker’s Vice-Chairman of a Committee 
®@ Vice-President of the 68th International Labour Conference 198 


@ Executive Member of the Governing Body 
26/4/7 
1976—197, 


8. World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) 


@ Vice-Chairman of the Conference 
@ Chairman of the Assembly of the Member States 


of the Locarno Union 19 
@ Vice-Chairman of the Coordination Committee 1981 
@ Chairman of the Conference of the Representatives 
of the Hague Union 198 
Berne Union 198) 


@ Vice-Chairman of the Executive Committee of the 
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@ Member of the Coordination Committee permanent so far 


@ Member of the Executive Committee of the Berne Union 198 1—1983 
9. International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 18/9/1973 
@ Member of the Board of Governors 1974—1976 


1979—1981 


II. International Boards 


® Committee on Disarmament, Geneva 


@ Chairman March 1981 
@ Second Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 1979/1980 


@ Member of the Bureau 
@ Chairman of the Second Session of the Preparatory Committee 
@ Review Conference of the Parties to the Convention on the 
Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling 
of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on 
their Destruction 1980 
@ Member of the Bureau 
® UN Advisory Committee on Science and Technology Member since inception, 
for Development 1981 
® Vice-Chairman 1981/1982/1983 


IV. UN Conferences with GDR officers 


1. World Conference for International Women’s Year 1975 
@ Vice-President 

2. UN Conference on Prohibition or Restriction of Use of 
Certain Conventional Weapons which may be deemed to be 
excessively injurious or to have indiscriminate effects 


@® Chairman of the Working Group on Incendiary Weapons 1979 

@ Vice-Chairman and Member of the Bureau 1980 
3. UN Conference on Desertification 

@ Vice-Chairman of the Main Committee 1977 


4.UN Conference on Technical Cooperation among 
Developing Countries 
@ Vice-Chairman of the Main Committee 1978 
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6. 


10. 


12. 


90 


World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development 
@ Vice-President of the Preparatory Session 

UN Conference on Science and Technology for Development 
@ Vice-Chairman of the First Committee 


Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the 


Prohibition of the Emplacement of Nuclear Weapons of Mass 
Destruction on the Seabed and the Ocean Floor and in the Subsoil 
thereof 

@ Vice-President 


_UN Conference on an International Code of Conduct on the 


Transfer of Technology 
@ Vice-President 


-UN Conference on Restrictive Business Practices 


@ Vice-Chairman 
UN Conference on New and Renewable Sources of Energy 
@ Vice-President 


_UN Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses 


of Outer Space 

@ Chairman of the First Committee 

World Conference of the UN Decade for Women 
@ Vice-Chairman 


1979 
1978 


1979 


1977 


1981 


1980 


1981 


1982 


1980 


Resolutions of the United Nations 
General Assembly initiated 
and introduced by the GDR 


37/78 J Non-use of nuclear weapons and prevention of nuclear war 


37/78 E Prohibition of the nuclear neutron weapon 
36/92 K 


37/78 C Nuclear weapons in all aspects 
36/92 E 


37/98 A Chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons (creation of chemi- 
cal-weapon-free zones) 
36/96 B_ (Prohibition of the production of binary weapons) 


37/78 F Implementation of the recommendations and decisions of the tenth 
36/92 M _ special session (intensification of the negotiations on disarmament). 
35/152 G_ This initiative was combined with a proposal by Yugoslavia 

34/83 C 


32/84 A Prohibition of the development and manufacture of new types of. 
weapons of mass destruction and new systems of such weapons 


31/20 Question of Palestine 

33/144 Role of the public sector in promoting the economic development of 
developing countries 

37/179 Measures to be taken against Nazi, Fascist and neo-Fascist activities 

36/162 and all other forms of totalitarian ideologies and practices based on 

35/200 racial intolerance, hatred and terror 

37/63 Declaration on the participation of women in promoting international 


peace and cooperation 
34/158 ‘World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women 


3519 Women’s participation in the strengthening of international peace and 

(XXX) security and in the struggle against colonialism, racism, racial dis- 
crimination, foreign aggression, occupation and all forms of foreign 
domination 

36/13 Status of the International Convention on the Suppression and Pun- 

35/39 ishment of the Crime of Apartheid 

31/80 
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the GDR of 7 October 1974, Article 1 

2) Ibid., Article 6 

3) Charter of the United Nations, Preamble 

4) AIPV 2119 of 19 Sept. 1973, pp. 57—58 

5) Ibid. 

6) New Times, No. 27, July 1983, pp. 5—6 

7) Marx, K. and F. Engels, The Civil War in France, in: Selected Works, Vol. II, pp. 193—194 

8) Marx and Engels, Inaugural Address of the W.I.A., in: Selected Works, Vol. II, p. 18 

9)Toast proposed by UN Secretary-General Javier Pérez de Cuéllar at a dinner given by Oskar 
Fischer, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the GDR in honour of the Secretary-General of the UN 

10) Political Declaration by the States Parties to the Warsaw Treaty, Prague, 5 January 1983, A/38/67 
of 10 January 1983, p. 15 

11) Ibid. 


The GDR’s struggle for arms limitation and disarmament 


1) Erich Honecker, Report of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany to the 10th Congress of the SED, 
Dresden, 1981, p. 32 

2) Political Declaration of the States Parties to the Warsaw Treaty, Berlin 1983, p. 6 

3) Engels to the National Council of the French Workers’ Party on the Occasion of the 23rd 
Anniversary of the Paris Commune, in: K. Marx/F. Engels, Selected Correspondence, Moscow 1965, 
p. 473 

4) Original German in K. Marx/F. Engels, Werke, Vol. 22, Berlin 1963, p. 373 

5) V. I. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 23, Moscow 1964, p. 95 

6) From the Potsdam Agreement of 2 August 1945: “The purpose of this agreement is to carry out 
the Crimea declaration on Germany. German militarism and Nazism will be extirpated and the Allies 
will take in agreement together, now and in future, the other measures necessary to assure that 
Germany never again will threaten her neighbors or the peace of the world.” (Official Gazette of 
the Central Council for Germany, Supplement No. 1, Berlin 1946, p. 14) 
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7) The GDR’s Participation in Agreements on Arms Limitation and Disarmament 

Signed Ratified 
SESS Ss ACESS oC cio OI Gm NEES See 
1. Geneva Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphy- Declared valid again with 
xiating, Poisonous and Other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods effect from 2. 3. 1959 
of Warfare (17 June 1925) 
2. Antarctic Treaty (1 December 1959) _ 19. 11. 1974 
3. Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapons Tests in the Atmosphere, 8. 8. 1963 30. 12. 1963 
in Outer Space and Under Water (5 August 1963) 
4, Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the 27. 1. 1967 2. 2. 1967 
Exploration and Use of Outer Space, 
including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies (27 January 1967) 


5. Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (1 July 1. 7. 1968 31. 10. 1969 
1968) 
6. Treaty on the Prohibition of the Emplacement of Nuclear 11221971 2s FRAGT A 


Weapons and Other Weapons of Mass Destruction on the Sea-Bed 

and the Ocean Floor and in the Subsoil Thereof (11 February 1971) 

7. Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production 10. 4. 1972 28. 11. 1972 
and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons 

and on their Destruction (10 April 1972) 

8. Convention on the Prohibition of Military or Any Other Hostile 18. 5. 1977 25. 5. 1978 
Use of Environmental Modification Techniques (18 May 1977) 

9. Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions of Use of Certain 10. 4. 1981 20.7. 1982 
Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to be Excessively 

Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects (10 April 1981) 
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8) Neues Deutschland (B edition), 17 June 1982 
9) Political Declaration ..., op. cit. p. 10 
10) See Note 7 
11) Dokumente zur Aussenpolitik der DDR 1973, Vol. XXI, 2nd part, p. 933 
12) Neues Deutschland, 26. Sept. 1975, p. 3 
13) Report to 10th SED Congress, op. cit., p. 30 
14) Cf. the following documents: CD/4 (February 1979), CD/109 (June 1980), CD/162 (March 1981), 
CD/193 (July 1981), CD/259 (March 1982), CD/355 (March 1983) 
15) Cf. the following resolutions: 34/83 J, 35/152 B, 36/82 E, 37/78 C 
16) Cf. Res. A/37/100 B, in: Resolutions and decisions adopted by the General Assembly during the 
first part of its thirty-seventh session. From 21 September to 21 December 1982. New York 1983, 
p. 158 


17) Cf. Yuri Andropov, Answers to Questions by a Pravda Correspondent, in: New Times, Moscow, 


1983/14, p. 4 

18) Cf. Resolutions 36/92 K and 37/78 E 

19) Neues Deutschland, 26 Sept. 1975, p. 3 

20) Cf. Resolutions A/32/84 of 12 Dec. 1977 

21) Cf. Resolutions 31/65, 32/77, 33/59, 34/72, 35/144 B, 36/97 E 

22) Neues Deutschland (B edition), 29 Sept. 1982 

23) Gemeinsames Wirken fiir die Ideale des Sozialismus. Toast on the Occasion of the visit to the 
GDR by Samora Machel on 3 March 1983, in: Neues Deutschland (B edition), 4 March 1983, p. 3 
24) Cf. Neues Deutschland, 30 March 1983, p. 6 
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edition), 12/13 March 1983, p. 4 


Problems of international security 
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1) Cf. A/37/PV. 7, p. 22. 
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3) Cf. General Assembly, Twenty-Eighth Session Official Records, A/PV. 2119, p. 12. 

4) Cf. General Assembly, Twenty-Eighth Session Official Records, Vol. Il: A/C.1/PV. 1953—1985, 
p. 597. 

5) Cf. A/C. 1/37/PV. 49, p. 12. 

6) Cf. Official Records A/31/PV. 1—32, p. 273. 

7) Cf. A/35/PV. 505/Add. 1, p. 16. 

8) Cf. A/37/PV. 7, pp. 24—25. 

9) Cf. A/37/PV. 68, p. 76. 

10) Cf. S/PV. 2185, pp. 8—13. 

11) Cf. S/14414, p. 2. 

12) Cf. S/PV. 2260, p. 22. 
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and foreign policy, 1981. = 

14) Cf. A/37/PV.7, p. 36. 
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18) Weissbuch, Die Deutsche Demokratische Republik und die Organisation der Vereinten 
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